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PUBLISHER’S PREFACE 


“this shall be written for the generation to come: and 
the people which shall be created shall praise the Lord.” 


Psalm: 102:18 


The Lord has blessed an inumerable company of be-~ 
lievers in many generations since the following confession 
was first formulated. Truly we have cause to praise the 
Lord for His provision in this way. 

It is very well known that the Westminsier Confession of 
Faith is the mother confession of the Old London and its 
American form, The Philadelphia Confession Of Faith. There- 
fore we have thought that you would like to have the rela- 
tively few differences set out in the margins. This, in effect, 
gives you both the confessions in this one book. In addition 
we have added the differences in the Savoy Confession of 
Faith. 

In addition to these, we have also reprinted the original 
preface to the Old London Confession together with the 
appended remarks upon various differences which existed 
at that time, and still do exist, between Baptists and other 
groups of Christians. You should find particularly interesting 
the remarks of Dr. Lightfoot, a well-known scholar among 
the paedobaptists, on the subject of circumcision. 

Last, we have added a catechism on this famous old 
confession of faith, one which we trust will be useful to 
you both in the training of your children, and in the teach- 
ing of your new converts. You will find the words in this 
catechism are more easily understood than in some of the 
other catechisms. You will also find that more of the state- 
ments in the Confession are covered in this catechism. 
Then, too, at least one verse of Scripture follows each ques- 
tion and answer. This should helv both to carry conviction 
and as an aid to the memories of those who are studying 
the questions and answers. 

Now may God be merciful to us all, to give us both His 
will and the desire to perform His will, 


By His Magnificent Grace, 


JAY GREEN 
Publisher 


{The following notice was prefixed to many copies 
of the edition of 1688, and to all subsequent editions.] 


We, the ministers and messengers of, and concerned 
for, upwards of one hundred baptized congregations 
in England and Wales (denying Arminianism), being 
met together in London, from the third of the seventh 
month to the eleventh of the same, 1689, to consider of 
some things that might be for the glory of God, and the 
good of these congregations; have thought meet (for the 
satisfaction of all other Christians that differ from us 
in the point of baptism) to recommend to their perusal 
the Confession of our Faith, printed for and sold by Mr. 
John Harris, at the Harrow in the Poultry. Which Con- 
fession we own, as containing the doctrine of our faith 
and practice; and do desire that the members of our 
churches respectively do furnish themselves therewith. 


Hanserd Knollys. Daniel Finch. 
William Kiffin. John Ball. 

John Harris. Edmond White. 
William Collins. William Pritchard. 
Hercules Collins. Paul Fruin. 
Robert Steed. Richard Ring. 
Leonard Harrison. John Tomkins. 
George Barret. Toby Willes. 
Isaac Lamb. John Carter. 
Richard Adams. James Web. 
Benj. Keach Richard Sutton. 
Andrew Gifford Robert Knight. 
Tho. Vaux. Edward Price. 
Tho. Winnel. William Phips. 
James Hitt. William Hawkins. 
Richard Tidmarsh. Samuel Ewer. 
William Facey. Edward Man. 
Samuel Buttall. Charles Archer. 


Christopher Price. 


In the name and behalf of the whole assembly. 


[To the fifth edition, 1720, was prefixed the following:—] 
ADVERTISEMENT. 


This Confession of our Faith, together with the 
brief Instructions of the Principles of Christian Relli- 
gion, or the Catechisms, both with the proofs in the 
margin, and also that with the words of the scriptures 
at length; with this Confession, put forth by the minis- 
ters, elders, and brethren of above one hundred congre- 
gations of Christians baptized on profession of their faith 
in England and Wales, denying Arminianism, owning 
the doctrine of personal election and final perseve- 
rance: having sold the property, right and title of the 
printing thereof, to John Marshall, bookseller, at the 
Bible in Gracechurch Street, by us, William Collins 
and Benjamin Keach, it is desired that all persons de- 
sirous to promote such useful books, do apply themselves 


to him, 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/philadelphiaconf0000vari 


TO THE JUDICIOUS AND IMPARTIAL 
READER. 


Courteous Reader,— It is now many years since di- 
vers of us (with other sober Christians then living and 
walking in the way of the Lord, that we profess), did 
conceive ourselves to be under a necessity of publishing 
a Confession of our Faith, for the information and sa- 
tisfaction of those that did not thoroughly understand 
what our principles were, or had entertained prejudices 
against our profession, by reason of the strange repre- 
sentation of them, by some men of note, who had tak- 
en very wrong measures, and accordingly led others 
into misapprehensions of us and them: and this was first 
put forth about the year 16438, in the name of seven 
congregations then gathered in London: since which 
time, divers impressions thereof have been dispersed a- 
broad, and our end proposed in good measure answered, 
inasmuch as many (and some of those men eminent 
both for piety and learning), were thereby satisfied that 
we were no way guilty ot those heterodoxies and fun- 
damental errors which had too frequently been charged 
upon us, without ground or occasion given on our part. 
And forasmuch as that Confession is not now commonly 
to be had, and also that many others have since em- 
braced the same truth which is owned therein, it was 
judged necessary by us to join together in giving a tes- 
timony to the world of our firm adhering to those 
wholesome principles, by the publication of this which 
is now in your hand. 

And forasmuch as our method and manner of ex- 
pressing our sentiments in this doth vary from the 
former (although the substance of the matter is the 
same), we shall freely impart to you the reason and 
occasion thereof. One thing that greatly prevailed with 
us to undertake this work, was (not only to give a full 
account of ourselves to those Christians that differ from 
us about the subject of baptism, but also) the profit 
that might from thence arise unto those that have any 
account of our labours, in their instruction and estab- 
lishment in the great truths of the gospel; in the clear 
understanding and steady belief of which, our confor- 
table walking with God. And fruitfulness before him 
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in all our ways, is most nearly concerned. And there- 
fore we did conclude it necessary to express ourselves 
the more fully and distinctly, and also to fix on such a 
method as might be most comprehensive of those things 
which we designed to explain our sense and belief of; 
and finding no defect in this regard in that fixed on 
by the Assembly, and after them by those of the Con- 
gregational way, we did readily conclude it best to re- 
tain the same order in our present Confession. And 
also when we observed that those last mentioned did, 
in their Confession (for reasons which seemed of weight 
both to themselves and others), choose not only to ex- 
press their mind in words concurrent with the former 
in sense, concerning all those articles wherein they 
were agreed, but also for the most part without any 
variation of the terms, we did in like manner conclude 
it best to follow their example, in making use of the 
very same words with them both, in those articles 
(which are very many) wherein our faith and doctrine 
is the same with theirs. And this we did the more 
abundantly to manifest our consent with both, in all 
the fundamental articles of the Christian religion, as 
also with many others whose orthodox confessions have 
been published to the world, on the behalf of the pro- 
testants in divers nations and cities; and also to convince 
all that we have no itch to clog religion with new 
words, but do readily acquiesce in that form of sound 
words which hath been in consent with the holy scrip- 
tures, used by others before us; hereby declaring before 
God, angels, and men, our hearty agreement with them, 
in that wholesome protestant doctrine, which with so 
clear evidence of scriptures they have asserted. Some 
things, indeed, are in some places added, some terms 
omitted, and some few changed; but these alterations 
are of that nature, as that we need not doubt any charge 
or suspicion of unsoundness in the faith, from any of our 
brethren upon the account of them. 

In these things wherein we differ from others, 
we have expressed ourselves with all candour and 
plainness, that none might entertain jealousy of aught 
secretly lodged in our breasts, that we would not the 
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world should be acquainted with; yet we hope we have 
also observed those rules of modesty and humility as 
will render our freedom in this respect inoffensive, 
even to those whose sentiments are different from ours. 

We have also taken care to affix texts of scripture 
in the margin, for the confirmation of each article in our 
Confession; in which work we have studiously endea- 
voured to select such as are most clear and pertinent for 
the proof of what is asserted by us; and our earnest 
desire is, that all into whose hands this may come would 
follow that (never enough commended) example of the 
noble Bereans, who searched the scriptures daily that 
they might find out whether the things preached to them 
were so or not. 

There is one thing more which we sincerely profess, 
and earnestly desire credence in, viz., that contention is 
most remote from our design in all that we have done 
in this matter; and we hope the liberty of an ingenuous 
unfolding our principles and opening our hearts unto 
our brethren, with the scripture-grounds on which our 
faith and practice leans, will by none of them be either 
denied to us, or taken ill from us. Our whole design is 
accomplished if we may obtain that justice, as to be 
measured in our principles and practice, and the judg- 
ment of both by others, according to what we have 
now vublished, which the Lord (whose eyes are as a 
flame of fire) knoweth to be the doctrine, which with 
our hearts we most firmly believe, and sincerely endea- 
vour to conform our lives to. And oh! that other con- 
tentions being laid asleep, the only care and contention 
of all upon whom the name of our blessed Redeemer 
is called, might, for the future, be to walk humbly 
with their God, and in the exercise of all love and 
meekness towards each other, to perfect holiness in 
the fear of the Lord, each one endeavouring to have 
his conversation such as becometh the gospel; and also, 
suitable to his plac2 and capacity, vigorously to pro- 
mote in others the practice of true religion, and unde- 
filed in the sight of God our Father.1 And that in 
this backsliding day we might not spend our breath 
in fruitless complaints of the evils of others, but may 

1 [God and our Father,” Ist edit. | 
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every one begin at home, to reform in the first place 
our own hearts and ways, and then to quicken all that 
we may have influence upon to the same work; that if 
the will of God were so, none might deceive themselves 
by resting in and trusting to a form of godliness, 
without the power of it, and inward experience of the 
efficacy of those truths that are professed by them. 

And verily there is one spring and cause of the 
decay of religion in our day which we cannot but touch 
upon, and earnestly urge a redress of: and that is, the 
neglect of the worship of God in families, by those to 
whom the charge and conduct of them is committed. 
May not the gross ignorance and instability of many, 
with the profaneness of others, be justly charged upon 
their parents and masters, who have not trained them 
up in the way wherein they ought to walk when they 
were young; but have neglected those frequent and 
solemn commands which the Lord hath laid upon them 
so to catechise and instruct them, that their tender 
years might be seasoned with the knowledge of the 
truth of God, as revealed in the scriptures; and also by 
their own omission of prayer and other duties of re- 
ligion in their families, together with the ill example 
of their loose conversation, have inured them first to 
a neglect and then contempt of all piety and religion; 
we know this will not excuse the blindness or wicked- 
ness of any, but certainly it will fall heavy upon those 
that have been thus the occasion thereof; they indeed 
die in their sins, but will not their blood be required 
of those under whose care they were, who yet permitted 
them to go on without warning, yea led them into the 
paths of destruction? and will not the diligence of 
Christians, with respect to the discharge of these du- 
ties, in ages past, rise up in judgment against and con- 
demn many of those who would be esteemed such now ? 

We shall conclude with our earnest prayer, that the 
God of all grace will pour out those measures of his 
Holy Spirit upon us, that the profession of truth may be 
accompanied with the sound belief and diligent prac- 
tice of it by us, that his name may in all things be glor- 
ified, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


CONTENTS. 


CHAP. PAGE 
i OL Ste eOly WSCriptures<. .s.5 cases so F ees 15 
it; Of God and of the Holy Trinity .........%. 19 
Tiere @ tae GOCSe CeCCLCCS s uuta. neue ied te a's 21 
Vee ©) fee OLCAL ON Metres were eee ec ee ae 23 
VipOr Givineerrovidencel 4.5). (S6..08a. 26h 24 
VI. Of the Fall of Man, of Sin, and of the 
PUNISHMENG GOCLEOL -. og ces. Os css wien 26 
VA OeGodissCovenante sat oascteeG whe ks ee 28 
Vili OteChristatv aes Mediator o. 42 cau« oe oe esos 29 
ere @ TPE COM WL eercy.t ok alah olin Meares leis <a Seton 3g 
Eat SEEeCtualvGallitg oe Ws S50 2 A TA 34 
UO Pe INUISGILICAGLON Meee, weuetoncaces op SiePitcas mates ehige oe 35 
Um TOO ULONN Eh Gx 2 yer 9 oe Sod GE eck a ae Woe 37 
Rar anc lilicaliOn -.215,). . OP co AMG ise awe 38 
Pe PO Pea VINE PAIGE kN, o aac s kts ants sls Hoa wos 39 
XV. Of Repentance unto Life and Salvation ... 40 
EXO) le CrOOUMBVVOLKS ace Nene sks ce ane 41 
XVII. Of Perseverance of the Saints ............ 43 
XVIII. Of the Assurance of Grace and Salvation 45 
Se COCUELe LW TULICIOU) ae leis tise es oes 47 
XxX. Of the Gospel, and of the extent of the 
ESCOCCNCECOL O14, ib tlk cdc ee oy tte eb 2 49 
XXI. Of Christian Liberty, and Liberty of Cons- 
CIENICOM Saree. een ns ee ee 50 
XXII. Of Religious Worship, and the Sabbath Day 52 
XXIIT. Of Lawful Oaths and Vows .............. 54 
Pec viet Ol thesCivil Magistrate 6k. «db ohcae wtle rons 56 
OU One Wy Enid e elon ee, eats s Onc een Ce ere Eee 57 
EROXGV OO fet heeCOUrChin. nian cee cee ho sis s ancient a 58 
XXVIII. Of the Communion of Saints ............ 63 
XXVIII. Of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper ...... 64 
Easel NGO ES ALIS LIS eereg wien Tage ew sive ee Wak ware oes 6 
Pe eee) 0 UNG GOT S OUP DE!.  aciccis vi epee elt eure 66 
XXXI. Of the state of Man after Death, and of the 
Resurrection of the Dead ............ 68 
KOCK Or the Last, Judgment. cues ek ee 69 
Ae ADDS OPKG .. We Nis Bie deme diva ews 71 
The Philadelphia Confession Catechism ......... 89 


15 


THE PHILADELPHIA CONFESSION OF FAITH 


CHAP. I 
Of the holy scriptures. 


1. The holy scripture is the only sufficient, certain, 
and infallible (2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17; Isa. viii. 20; Luke 
Xvi. 29, 31; Eph. ii. 20.) rule of all saving knowledge, 
faith, and obedience;! although the (Rom. i. 19, 20, 21, 
&s.; ch ii. 14, 15; Ps. xix. 1, 2, 3) light of nature and 
the works of creation and providence do so far manifest 
the goodness, wisdom , and power of God, as to leave 
men unexeusable; yet are they not sufficient to give 
that knowledge of God and his will, which is necessary 
unto salvation. (Heb. i. 1.) Therefore it pleased the 
Lord at sundry times and in divers manners, to reveal 
himself, and to declare that his will unto his church; 
and afterward, for the better preserving and propa- 
gation of the truth, and for the more sure establishment 
and comfort of the church against the corruption of 
the flesh, and the malice of Satan, and of the world, 
to commit the same wholly unto (Prov. xxii. 19, 20, 21; 
Rom. xv. 4; 2 Pet. i. 19, 20) writing; which maketh the 
holy scriptures to be most necessary, those former ways 
of God’s revealing his will unto his people being now 
ceased. 

2. Under the name of holy scripture, or the word 
of God written, are now contained all the books of the 
Old and New Testament, which are these :— 


1 [This first sentence is not to be found in the West- 
minster or Savoy Confession.] 
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Of the Old Testament. 


Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuterono- 
my, Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 Samuel, 2 Samuel, 1 Kings, 
2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, 2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, The Song 
of Songs, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel, Da- 
niel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, 
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. 


Of the New Testament? 


Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, The Acts of the Apos- 
tles, Paul’s Epistles to the Romans, 1 Corinthians, 2 
Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Co- 
lossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians, 1 Timothy, 
2 Timothy, to Titus, to Philemon, the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, the Epistle of James, the first and second 
Epistles of Peter, the first, second, and third Epistles 
of John, the Epistle of Jude, the Revelation. All which 
are given by the (2 Tim. iii. 16) inspiration of God, to 
be the rule of faith and life. 

3. The books commonly called Apocrypha, not 
being of (Luke xxiv. 27, 44; Rom. iii. 2) divine inspira- 
tion, are no part of the canon (or rule) of the scripture, 
and therefore are of no authority to the church of God. 
nor to be any otherwise approved or made use of, than 
other human writings. 

4. The authority of the holy scripture, for which 
it ought to be believed, dependeth not upon the testi- 
mony of any man or church, but wholly upon (2 Pet. 
1,19, 20, 21; 2 Tim. iii. 16; 2 Thess: 1, 13;) 1 Johaueve 
9) God (who is truth itself), the author thereof; therefore 
it is to be received, because it is the word of God. 

0. We may be moved and induced by the testi- 
mony of the church of God to an high and reverent 
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esteem of the holy scriptures; and the heavenliness of 
the matter, the efficacy of the doctrine, and the majesty 
of the style, the consent of all the parts, the scope of 
the whole (which is to give all glory to God), the full 
discovery it makes of the only way of man’s salvation, 
and many other incomparable excellencies, and entire 
perfections thereof, are arguments whereby it doth 
abundantly evidence itself to be the word of God; yet, 
notwithstanding, our (John xvi. 13, 14; I Cor. ii. 10, 11, 
12; 1 John ii. 2, 20, 27) full persuasion, and assurance 
of the infallible truth, and divine authority thereof, is 
from the inward work of the Holy Spirit, bearing 
witness by and with the word in our hearts. 

6. The whole counsel of God concerning all things 
(2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 17; Gal. i. 8, 9) necessary for his 
own glory, man’s salvation, faith, and life, is either 
expressly set down or necessarily contained in the 
holy scripture; unto which nothing at any time is to 
be added, whether by new revelation of the Spirit, or 
traditions of men. 

Nevertheless we acknowledge the (John vi. 45; 
1 Cor. ii. 9, 10, 11, 12) inward illumination of the Spirit 
of God, to be necessary for the saving understanding of 
such things as are revealed in the word; and that there 
are some circumstances concerning the worship of God 
and government of the church, common to human 
actions and societies, which are to be (I Cor. xi. 13, 14 
and ch. xiv. 26 and 40) ordered by the light of nature, 
and Christian prudence, according to the general rules 
of the word, which are always to be observed. 

7. All things in scripture are not alike (2 Pet, ili. 
16) plain in themselves, nor alike clear unto all; yet 
those things which are necessary to be known, believed, 
and observed for salvation, are so (Psal. xix. 7 and cxix, 
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130) clearly propounded and opened in some place of 
scripture or other, that not only the learned but the 
unlearned, in a due use of ordinary means, may attain 
to a sufficient understanding of them. 

8. The Old Testament in (Rom. iii. 2) Hebrew 
(which was the native language of the people of God 
of old) and the New Testament in Greek (which at the 
time of the writing of it was most generally known to 
the nations), being immediately inspired by God, and 
by his singular care and providence kept pure in all 
ages are, therefore (Isa. viii. 20) authentical; so as in all 
controversies of religion, the church is finally to appeal 
unto them (Act. xv. 15). But because these original 
tongues are not known to all the people of God, who 
have a right unto and interest in the scriptures, and 
are commanded in the fear of God to read (John v. 39) 
and search them, therefore they are to be translated 
into the vulgar language of every nation, unto which 
they (1 Cor. xiv. 6, 9, 11, 12, 24, 28) come, that the 
word of God dwelling (Col. iii. 16) plentifully in all, 
they may worship him in an acceptable manner, and 
through patience and comfort of the scriptures may 
have hope. 

9. The infallible rule of interpretation of scripture 
is the (2 Pet. i. 20, 21: Act. xv. 15, 16) scripture itself. 
And therefore, when there is a question about the 
true and full sense of any scripture (which is not ma- 
nifold but one), it must be seached by other places that 
speak more clearly. 

10. The supreme judge by which all controversies 
of religion are to be determined, and all decrees of 
councils, opinions of ancient writers, doctrines of men, 
and private spirits, are to be examined, and in whose 
sentence we are to rest, can be no other but the holy 


19 


scripture delivered by the Spirit, into which (Matt. xxii. 
29, 31; Eph. ii. 20; Acts. xxviii. 23) scripture so delivered 
our faith is finally resolved. 


CHAP. II. 
Of God and of the Holy Trinity 

1. The Lord our God is but (1 Cor. viii. 4, 6; 
Deut. vi. 4) one only living and true God; whose (Jer. x. 
10; Isai. xlviii. 12) subsistence is in and of himself 
(Exod. iii. 14), infinite in being and perfection, whose 
essence cannot be comprehended by any but himself; 
(John iv. 24) a most pure Spirit, (I Tim. i. 17; Deut. iv. 
15, 16) invisible, without body, parts, or passions, who 
only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no 
man can approach unto, who is (Mal. ili. 6) immutable, 
(1 Kings viii. 27; Jer. xxiii. 23) immense, (Psal. xc. 2) 
eternal, incomprehensible, (Gen. xvii. 1) Almighty, every 
way infinite, (Isa. vi. 3) most holy, most wise, most free, 
most absolute,? (Ps. cxv. 3; Isa. xlvi. 10) working all 
things according to the counsel of his own immutable 
and most righteous will (Prov. xvi. 4; Rom. xi. 36) for 
his own glory, most loving, gracious, merciful, long- 
suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin (Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7; Heb. 
xi. 6), the rewarder of them that diligently seek him, 
and withal most just, (Neh. ix. 32, 33) and terrible in 
his judgments, (Ps. v. 5, 6) hating all sin, and who 
will by no means clear the (Exod. xxxiv. 7; Nahum i. 
2, 3) guilty. 
2 [The Westminster and Sa- without body, parts, or pas- 
voy Confessions read : — sions; immutable, immense, 
“There is but one only living eternal, incomprehensible, 
and true God; who is infi- almighty; most wise, most 
nite in being and perfection; holy, most free, most abso- 
a most pure Spirit, invisible, lute.” &c.] 
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2. God, having all (John v. 26) life, (Ps. cxlviii. 14) 
glory, (Ps. cxix. 68) goodness, blessedness, in and of 
himself, is alone in, and unto himself all-sufficient, not 
(Job. xxii. 2, 3) standing in need of any creature which 
he hath made, nor deriving any glory from them, but 
only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon 
them; he is the alone fountain of all being, (Rom. xi. 
34, 35, 36) of whom, through whom, and to whom are 
all things, and he hath most sovereign (Dan. iv. 25, and 
v. 34, 35) dominion over all creatures, to do by them, 
for them, or upon them, whatsoever himself pleaseth: 
in his sight (Heb. iv. 13) all things are open and man- 
ifest, his knowledge is (Ezek. xi. 5; Acts xv. 18) infin- 
ite, infallible, and independent upon the creature, so 
as nothing is to him contingent, or uncertain; he is 
most holy in all his counsels, in (Psal. cxlv. 17) all his 
works, and in all his commands; to him is due (Rev. v. 
12, 18, 14) from angels and men, whatsoever worship, 
service, or obedience, as creatures they owe unto the 
Creator, and whatever he is further pleased to require 
of them. 

3. In this divine and infinite Being there are three 
subsistences, (1 John v. 7; Mat. xxviii. 19; 2 Cor. xiii. 
14) the Father, the Word (or Son), and Holy Spirit, of 
one substance, power, and eternity,? each having the 
whole divine essence, (Exod. iii. 14; Joh. xiv. 11; 1 Cor. 
viii. 6) yet the essence undivided; the Father is of none, 
neither begotten nor proceeding, the Son is (John i. 
14, 18) eternally begotten of the Father, the Holy Spirit 


3 [The Savoy Confession and eternity, God the Father, 
reads: “In the unity of the God the Son, and God the 
Godhead there be three per- Holy Ghost,” &c.] 
sons, of one substance, power, 
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(John xv. 26; Gal. iv. 6) proceeding from the Father 
and the Son; all infinite, without beginning, therefore 
but one God, who is not to be divided in nature and 
being, but distinguished by several peculiar, relative 
properties, and personal relations;2 which doctrine of 
the Trinity is the foundation of all our communion 
with God, and comfortable dependence on him. 
CHAP. WI. 
Of God’s decrees. 

1. God hath (Isa. xlvi. 10; Eph. i. 11; Heb. vi. 17; 
Rom. ix. 15, 18) decreed in himself, from all eternity, by 
the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely 
and unchangeably, all things whatsoever come to pass; 
yet so as thereby is God neither the author of sin (Jam. 
i. 15, 17; 1 John i. 5) nor hath fellowship with any 
therein, nor is violence offered to the will of the creature 
nor yet is the liberty or contingency of second causes 
taken away, but rather (Acts iv. 27, 28; John xix. 11) 
established; in which appears his wisdom in disposing 
all things, and power, and faithfulness (Numb. xxiii. 19; 
Eph. i. 3, 4, 5) in accomplishing his decree. 

2. Although God knoweth whatsoever may, or can 
come to pass upon all (Act. xv. 18) supposed conditions: 
yet hath he not decreed anything, (Rom. ix. 11, 13, 16, 
18) because he foresaw it as future, or as that which 
would come to pass upon such conditions. 

3. By the decree of God, for the manifestation 
of his glory, (1 Tim. v. 21; Mat. xxv. 41) some men and 
angels are predestinated or foreordained to eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ, to the (Eph. i. 5, 6) praise of his 
glorious grace; others being left to act in their sin to 
their (Rom. ix. 22, 23; Jude 4) just condemnation, to the 


4 [“All infinite” &c. This 
sentence is not in the Savoy Confession. ] 
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praise of his glorious justice.° 

4. These angels and men thus predestinated, and 
foreordained, are particularly and unchangeably de- 
signed; and their (2 Tim. ii. 19; Joh. xiii. 18) number so 
certain, and definite, that it cannot be either increased 
or diminished. 

5. Those of mankind (Eph. i. 4, 9, 11; Rom. viii. 
30; 2 Tim. i. 9; 1 Thess. v. 9) that are predestinated to 
life, God, before the foundation of the world was laid, 
according to his eternal and immutable purpose and the 
secret counsel and good pleasure of his will, hath chosen 
in Christ unto everlasting glory, out of his mere free 
grace and love; (Rom. xix. 13, 16; Eph. i. 6, 12) without 
any other thing in the creature as a condition or cause 
moving him thereunto.® 

6. As God hath appointed the elect unto glory, so 
he hath, by the eternal and most free purpose of his 
will, fore-ordained (1 Pet. i. 2; 2 Thess. ii. 13) all the 
means thereunto, wherefore they who are elected, being 
fallen in Adam (1 Thess. v. 9, 10), are redeemed by 
Christ, are effectually (Rom. viii. 30; 2 Thess. ii. 13) 
called unto faith in Christ, by his Spirit working in due 
season, are justified, adopted, sanctified, and kept by 
his power through faith, (1 Pet. i. 5) unto salvation; nei- 
ther are any other redeemed by Christ, or effectually 
called, justified, adopted, sanctified, and saved, but the 
elect (John x. 26; xvii. 9; vi. 64) only. 

7. The doctrine of this high mystery of predesti- 
nation is to be handled with special prudence and care: 


5 [Instead of the sentence 6 [Without any foresight 
following, the Westminster of faith, or good works. or 
and Savoy Confessions read, perseverance in either of 
“and others foreordained to them, or any other thing in 
everlasting death.’’] the creature, as conditions or 
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that men attending the will of God revealed in his word 
and yielding obedience thereunto, may, from the cer- 
tainty of their effectual vocation, be assured of their (1 
Thess. i. 4, 5; 2 Pet. i. 10,) eternal election; so shall this 
doctrine afford matter (Ephes. i. 6; Rom. xi. 33) of 
praise, reverence, and admiration of God, and (Rom. xi. 
5, 6) of humility, diligence, and abundant (Luke x. 20) 
consolation to all that sincerely obey the gospel.7 


CHAP. IV. 
Of Creation. 


1. In the beginning it pleased God the Father 
(John 1. 2, 3; Heb. i. 2; Job xxvi. 13), Son, and Holy 
Spirit, for the manifestation of the glory of (Rom. i 20) 
his eternal power, wisdom, and goodness, to create or 
make® the world, and all things therein (Col. i. 16; Gen. 
ii. 1, 2), whether visible or invisible, in the space of six 
days, and all very good. 

2. After God had made all other creatures, he 
created (Gen. i. 27) man, male and female, with (Gen. 
ii. 7) reasonable and immortal souls, rendering them 
fit unto that life to God for which they were created; 
being (Eccles. vii. 29; Gen. i. 26) made after the image 
of God, in knowledge, righteousness, and true holiness; 
having the law of God (Rom. ii. 14, 15) written in their 


causes moving him thereun- searchable counsel of his 


to, and all to the praise of 
his glorious grace.” West. and 
Savoy Conf.] 

7 [Under this article, the 
following paragraph is found 
in the Westminster and Sa- 
voy Confessions: “7. The 
rest of mankind, God was 
vleased according to the un- 


own will, whereby he extend-+ 
eth or withholdeth mercy 
as he pleaseth, for the glory 
of his sovereign power over 
his creatures, to pass by and 
to ordain them to dishonour 
and wrath for their sin, to 
the nraise of his glorious jus- 
dice.’’] 
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hearts, and power to fulfil it, and yet under a possibility 
of trangressing, being left to the liberty of their own 
will, which was (Gen. iii. 6) subject to change. 

3. Besides the law written in their hearts, they 
received (Gen. ii. 17, iii. 8-10) a command not to eat of 
the tree of knowledge of good and evil; which whilst 
they kept, they were happy in their communion with 
God, and had dominion (Gen. i. 26, 28) over the crea- 
tures. 


CHAP. V. 
Of divine providence. 


1. God, the good Creator of all things, in his in- 
finite power and wisdom doth (Heb. i. 3; Job xxxviii. 11; 
Isa. xlvi. 10, 11; Psa. cxxxv. 6) uphold, direct,? dispose, 
and govern all creatures and things, from the greatest 
even to the (Matt. x. 29-31) least, by his most wise and 
holy providence, to the end for the which they were 
created, according unto his infallible foreknowledge, 
and the free and immutable counsel of his (Eph. i. 11) 
own will; to the praise of the glory of his wisdom, po- 
wer, justice, infinite goodness, and mercy. 

2. Although in relation to the foreknowledge and 
decree of God, the first Cause, all things come to pass 
(Acts ii. 23) immutably and infallibly; so that there is 
not any thing befalls any (Prov. xvi. 33) by chance, or 
without his providence; yet by the same providence he 
ordereth them to fall out according to the nature of sec- 
ond causes, either (Gen. viii. 22) necessarily, freely, or 
contingently. 

3. God in his ordinary providence (Acts xxvii. 
8 [“Of nothing.” — West. of all things, doth uphold,” 


and Savoy Conf.] &c.; West. and Savoy Conf.] 
9 [“God, the great Creator 
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31, 44; Isa. lv. 10, 11) maketh use of means; yet is free 
(Hos. i. 7) to work without, (Rom. iv. 19, 20, 21) above, 
and (Dan. iii. 27) against them at his pleasure. 

4. The almighty power, unsearchable wisdom, 
and infinite goodness of God so far manifest themselves 
in his providence, that his determinate counsel (Rom. xi. 
32, 33, 34; 2 Sam. xxiv. 1; 1 Chron. xxi. 1) extendeth 
itself even to the first fall, and all other sinful actions}, 
both of angels and men; and that not by a bare permis- 
sion, which also he most wisely and powerfully (2 Kings 
xix. 28; Psa. Ixxvi. 10,) boundeth, and otherwise orde- 
reth, and governeth, in a manifold dispensation to his 
most holy (Gen. 1. 20; Isa. x. 6, 7, 12) ends: yet so, as 
the sinfulness of their acts proceedeth only from the 
creatures, and not from God; who being most holy and 
righteous, neither is nor can be the author or (Psa. i. 21; 
I Joh. ii. 16,) approver of sin. 

5. The most wise, righteous, and gracious God 
doth oftentimes leave for a season his own children to 
manifold temptations and the corruptions of their own 
heart, to chastise them for their former sins, or to dis- 
cover unto them the hidden strength of corruption and 
deceitfulness of their hearts (2 Chron. xxxii. 25, 26, 31; 
2 Sam. xxiv. 1; 2 Cor. xii. 7—9,) that they may be hum- 
bled; and to raise them to a more close and constant 
dependence for their support upon himself; and to make 
them more watchful against all future occasions of sin, 
and for other just and holy ends. 

So that whatsoever befalls any of his elect is by 
his appointment, for his glory (Rom. viii. 28) and their 
good. 

1 [“Other sins:” — West. and Savoy Conf.] 
{2 The last sentence is not found in the West. and Sav. 
Confessions, ] 
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6. As for those wicked and ungodly men, whom 
God as a righteous judge, for former sin doth (Rom. i. 
24, 26, 28; xi. 7, 8) blind and harden; from them he not 
only withholdeth his (Deut. xxix. 4) grace, whereby they 
might have been enlightened in their understanding and 
wrought upon in their hearts; but sometimes also 
withdraweth (Matt. xiii. 12) the gifts which they had, 
and exposeth them to such (Deut. ii. 30; 2 Kings viii. 
12, 13) objects as their corruptions make occasion of 
sim; and: withal (Psa.ulxxxiefl, G1 2;92e hess i 10 
12) gives them over to their own lusts, the temptations 
of the world, and the power of Satan, whereby it comes 
to pass that they (Exod. viii. 15, 32; Isai. vi. 9, 10; 
1 Pet. ii. 7, 8) harden themselves, even under those 
means which God useth for the softening of others. 

7. As the providence of God doth in general reach 
to all creatures, so after a more special manner it 
taketh care of his (1 Tim. iv. 10; Amos ix. 8, 9; Isai. 


xlili. 3, 4, 5) church, and disposeth of all things to 
the good thereof. 


CHAP Vi: 
Of the fall of man, of sin, and of the punishment thereof 


1. Although God created man upright and perfect, 
and gave him a righteous law, which had been unto 
life had he kept it (Gen. ii. 16, 17), and threatened 
death upon the breach thereof, yet he did not long 
abide in this honour (Gen. iii. 12, x. 13; 2 Cor. i. 1, ay 
Satan using the subtlety of the serpent to seduce Eve, 
then by her seducing Adam, who without any 
compulsion, did wilfully transgress the law of their 
creation and the command given unto them, in eating 
the forbidden fruit, which God was pleased according 
to his wise and holy counsel to permit, having purposed 
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to order it to his own glory.? 

2. Our first parents by this sin fell from their 
(Rom. iii. 23) original righteousness and communion 
with God, and we in them, whereby death came upon 
all (Rom. v. 12, &c.);| all becoming dead in sin and 
wholly defiled (Tit. i. 15; Gen. vi. 5; Jer. xvii. 9; Rom. 
iii. 10—19,) in all the faculties and parts of soul and 
body. 

3. They being the (Rom. v. 12—19; 1 Cor. xv. 21, 
22, 45, 49) root, and by God’s appointment, standing 
in the room and stead of all mankind, the guilt of the 
sin was imputed and corrupted nature conveyed to all 
their posterity, descending from them by ordinary gen- 
eration, being now (Psa. li. 6; Job xiv. 4) conceived in 
sin and by nature children (Eph. ii. 3) of wrath, the 
servants of sin, the subjects (Rom. vi. 20, v. 12) of death, 
and all other miseries, spiritual, temporal, and eternal, 
unless the Lord Jesus (Heb. ii. 14; 1 Thess. i. 10) set 
them free.* 

4. From this original corruption, whereby we are 
(Rom. vili. 7; Col. i. 21) utterly indisposed, disabled, 
and made opposite to all good, and wholly inclined to 
all evil, do (James i. 14, 15; Matt. xv. 19) proceed all 


3 Westminster Conf. “1. thereupon, with our first 


Our first parents being se- 
duced by the subtlety and 
temptation of Satan, sinned 
in eating the forbidden fruit. 
This their sin God was 
pleased, according to his wise 
and holy counsel, to permit, 
having purposed to order it 
to his own glory.” Savoy 
Conf.!1 “God having made a 
covenant of works, and life 


parents, and all their pos- 
terity in them, they being 
seduced by the subtlety and 
temptation of Satan did, 
wilfully, transgress the 
law of their creation, and 
break the covenant, in eating 
the forbidden fruit.’’] 


[+ “Being now,” &c.; not in 
West. or Sav. Conf.”] 
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actual transgressions. 

5. This corruption of nature, during this life, doth 
(Rom. vii. 18, 23; Eccles. vii. 20; 1 John i. 8) remain 
in those that are regenerated; and although it be 
through Christ pardoned, and mortified, yet both itself, 
and the first motions thereof, are truly and properly 
(Rom. vii. 24, 25; Gal. v. 17) sin. 


CHAP. VII. 
Of God’s covenant. 


1. The distance between God and the creature is 
so great, that athough reasonable creatures do owe 
obedience unto him as their Creator, yet they could 
never have attained the reward of life, but by some 
(Luke xvii. 10; Job xxxv. 7, 8) voluntary condescension 
on God’s part, which he hath been pleased to express, 
by way of covenant.® 

2. Moreover, man having brought himself (Gen. ii. 
17; Gal. ili. 10; Rom. iii. 20, 21) under the curse of 
the law by his fall, it pleased the Lord to make a co- 
venant of grace, wherein he freely offereth unto sinners 
(Rom. viii. 3; Mark xvi. 15, 16; John iii. 16) life and 
salvation by Jesus Christ, requiring of them faith in 
him, that they may be saved; and (Ezek. xxxvi. 26, 27; 
John vi. 44, 45; Psa. cx. 3) promising to give unto all 
those that are ordained unto eternal life, his Holy Spirit, 
to make them willing and able to believe.® 


5([The West. and Savoy personal obedience.”] 
Conf. add the following: ‘2. 
The first covenant made _ 6 [This paragraph is substi- 
with man was a ‘covenant tuted for two others in the 
of works,’ wherein life was West. and Savoy Conf. the 
promised to Adam, and in Confession of Savoy also de- 
him to his posteriory, upon parting from that of the 
condition of prefect and Westminster divines.] 
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3. This covenant is revealed in the gospel; first 
of all to Adam in the promise of salvation by the (Gen. 
ili. 15) seed of the woman, and afterwards by farther 
steps, until the full (Heb. i. 1) discovery thereof was 
completed in the New Testament; and it is founded in 
that (2 Tim. i. 9; Tit. i. 2) eternal covenant transaction 
that was between the Father and the Son, about the 
redemption of the elect; and it is alone by the grace 
of this covenant, that all of the posterity of fallen 
Adam, that ever were (Heb. ii. 6, 13; Rom. iv. 1, 2, 
&c.; Acts iv. 12; John viii. 56) saved, did obtain life 
and a blessed immortality; man being now utterly 
uncapable of acceptance with God upon those terms, 
on which Adam stood in his state of innocence.’ 


CHAP. VIII 
Of Christ the Mediator 


1. It pleased God, in his eternal purpose, to choose 
and ordain the Lord Jesus, his only begotten Son, 
according to the covenant made between them both 
(Isa. xlii. 1; 1 Pet. i. 19, 20), to be the mediator between 
God and man; the (Acts iii. 22) prophet, (Heb. v. 5, 6) 
priest and (Psal. ii. 6; Luke i. 33; Eph. i. 23; Heb. i. 2; 
Acts xvii. 31) king; head and Saviour of his church, 
the heir of all things, and judge of the world: unto 
whom he did from all eternity (Isa. liii. 10; John xvii. 
6; Rom. viii. 30) give a people to be his seed, and to 
be by him in time redeemed, called, justified, sanctified. 
and glorified. 

2. The Son of God, the second person in the Holy 

7 [The West. and Savoy Lord was pleased to make a 
Conf. begin this sentence second, commonly called the 
thus: “Man, by his fall, hav- covenant cf grace; wherein, 
ing made himself incapable &c. 
of life by that covenant, the 
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Trinity, being very and eternal God, the brightness of 
the Father’s glory, of one substance and equal with 
him: who made the world, who upholdeth and governeth 
all things he hath made; did, when the fulness of time 
was come, take upon him (John i. 1, 14; Gal. iv. 4) man’s 
nature, with all the essential properties and common 
infirmities thereof, (Rom. viii. 3; Heb. ii. 14, 16, 17; 
iv. 15) yet without sin; being conceived by the Holy 
Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary, the Holy Spirit 
coming down upon her, and the power of the Most High 
overshadowing her, (Luke i. 27, 31, 35) and so was made 
of a woman, of the tribe of Judah, of the seed of 
Abraham and David, according to the scriptures;? so 
that two whole, perfect, and distinct natures were 
inseparably joined together in one person, without 
conversion, composition, or confusion; which person is 
very God, and very man, yet one (Rom. ix. 5; 1 Tim. 
ji. 5) Christ, the only mediator between God and man. 


3. The Lord Jesus, in his human nature thus 
united to the divine in the person of the Son, was 
sanctified, and anointed (Psal. xlv. 7; Acts x. 38; John 
iii. 34) with the Holy Spirit, above measure; having in 
him (Col. ii. 3) all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge; in whom it pleased the Father, that (Col. 
i. 19) all fulness should dwell; to the end, that being 
(Heb. vii. 26) holy, harmless, undefiled, and full (John 
i. 14) of grace and truth, he might be thoroughly, fur- 
nished to execute the office of a mediator, and (Heb. 
vii 22) surety; which office he took not upon himself, 
but was thereunto (Heb. v. 5) called by his Father, who 


8 [West. and Savoy Conf. stance,” without the rest of 
read: “in the womb of the the sentence.] 
Virgin Mary, of her sub- 
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also put (John v. 22, 27; Matt. xxvili. 18; Acts ii. 36) 
all power and judgment in his hand, and gave him 
commandment to execute the same. 

4. This office the Lord Jesus did most (Psa. xl. 
7, 8; Heb. x. 5 — 11; John x. 18) willingly undertake, 
which that he might discharge he was made under the 
law (Gal. iv. 4; Matt. iii. 15) and did perfectly fulfil it, 
and underwent the (Gal. iii. 13; Isa. lili. 6; 1 Pet. iii. 18) 
punishment due to us, which we should have borne 
and suffered, being made (2 Cor. v. 21) sin and a curse 
for us; enduring most grievous sorrows? (Matt. xxvi. 37, 
38; Luke xxii. 44; Matt. xxvii. 46) in his soul, and most 
painful sufferings in his body; was crucified, and died, 
and remained in the state of the dead;! yet saw no (Acts 
xiii. 37) corruption; on the (1 Cor. xv. 3, 4) third day he 
arose from the dead, with the same (John xx. 25, 27) 
body in which he suffered; with which he also (Mark 
xvi. 19; Acts i. 9, 10, 11) ascended into heaven; and there 
sitteth at the right hand of his Father, (Rom. viii. 34; 
Heb. ix. 24) making intercession; and shall (Acts x. 42; 
Rom. xiv. 9, 10; Acts i. 10) return to judge men and an- 
gels, at the end of the world. 


5. The Lord Jesus, by his perfect obedience and 
sacrifice of himself, which he through the eternal Spirit 
once offered up unto God (Heb. ix. 10:14; Rom. iii. 25, 
26), hath fully satisfied the justice of God, procured re- 
conciliation, and purchased an everlasting inheritance in 
the kingdom of heaven (John xvii. 2; Heb. ix. 15) for all 
those whom the Father hath given unto him. 


6. Although the price of redemption was note ac- 
9 [Savoy Conf. inserts here, read, “remained under the 


“immediately from God.’’] power of death.’’] 
1 [West. and Savoy Conf. 
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tually paid by Christ,? till after his incarnation (1 Cor. 
iv. 10; Heb. iv. 2; 1 Pet. i. 10, 11), yet the virtue, effica- 
cy, and benefit thereof were communicated to the elect 
in all ages successively, from the beginning of the world, 
in and by those promises, types, and sacrifices wherein 
he was revealed, and signified to be the seed of the wo- 
man, which should bruise the serpent’s head, (Rev. xiii. 
8) and the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world; 
(Heb. xiii. 8) being the same yesterday, and to-day, and 
for ever. 

7. Christ in the work of mediation acteth according 
to both natures by each nature doing that which is 
proper to itself; yet by reason of the unity of the person, 
that which is proper to one nature is sometimes in scrip- 
ture attributed to the person (John iii. 13; Acts xx. 28) 
denominated by the other nature. 

8. To all those for whom Christ hath obtained eter- 
nal redemption, he doth certainly and effectually (John 
vi. 37, x. 15, 16, xvii. 9; Rom. v. 10) apply, and commu- 
nicate the same, making intercession for them; uniting 
them to himself by his Spirit (John xvii. 6; Eph. i. 9; 1 
John v. 20) revealing unto them, in and by the word, 
the mystery of salvation, persuading them to believe, 
and obey (Rom. viii. 9, 14); governing their hearts by 
his word and Spirit, and (Ps. cx. 1; 1 Cor. xv. 25, 26) 
overcoming all their enemies by his almighty power and 
wisdom; in such manner and ways as are most conso- 
nant to his wonderful and (John iii. 8; Eph. i. 8) 
unsearchable dispensation; and all of free and absolute 
grace, without any condition foreseen in them, to 
procure it.® 


2 [West. and Savoy Conf. read, “Although the work of 
redemption was not actually wrought by Christ.’] 
3 [“And all of free,” é&c., not in West. and Savoy Conf.] 
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9. This office of mediator between God and man, 
is proper (1 Tim. ii. 5) only to Christ, who is the prophet, 
priest, and king of the church of God; and may noi be 
either in whole, or any part thereof transferred from 
him to any other. 

10. This number and order of offices is necessary; 
for in respect of our (John i. 18) ignorance, we stand 
in need of his prophetical office; and in respect of our 
alienation from God (Col. i. 21; Gal. v. 17) and imperfec- 
tion of the best of our services, we need his priestly 
office, to reconcile us, and present us acceptable unto 
God: and in respect of our averseness and utter inabil- 
ity to return to God, and for our rescue and security 
from our spiritual adversaries, we need his kingly office 
(John xvi. 8; Ps. cx. 3; Luke i. 74, 75) to convince, sub- 
due, draw, uphold, deliver, and preserve us to his hea- 
venly kingdom.* 

CHAP seLX: 
Of free will. 


1. God hath indued the will of man with that nat- 
ural liberty and power of acting upon choice, that it is 
(Matt. xvii. 12; Jam. i. 14; Deut. xxx. 19) neither forced, 
nor by any necessity of nature determined to do good or 
evil. 

2. Man in his state of innocency, had freedom, 
and power, to will and to do that (Eccl. vii 29) 
which was good, and well-pleasing to God; but yet (Gen. 
iii. 6) was mutable, so that he might fall from it. 

3. Man, by his fall into a state of sin, hath wholly 
lost (Rom. v. 6, viii. 7) all ability of will to any spiritual 
good accompanying salvation; so as a natural man, being 

4 [The two last paragraphs 13th and 14th articles of the 


are not in the West. and Sa- Confession of 1646. See ante.] 
voy Conf., but constitute the 
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altogether averse from that good, (Eph. ii. 1, 5) and dead 
in sin, is not able, by his own strength, to (Tit. iii. 3, 4, 
5; John vi. 44) convert himself, or to prepare himself 
thereunto. 

4. When God converts a sinner, and translates him 
into the state of grace, (Col. i. 13; John viii. 36) he freeth 
him from his natural bondage under sin, and by his 
grace alone enables him (Phil. ii. 13) freely to will and 
to do that which is spiritually good; yet so as that, by 
geason of his (Rom. vii. 15, 18, 19, 21, 23) remaining 
corruptions, he doth not perfectly nor only will that 
which is good, but doth also will that which is evil. 

5. The will of man is made (Eph. iv. 13) perfectly 
and immutably free to God alone in the state of glory 
only. 


CHAP: aX. 
Of effectual calling. 


1. Those whom God hath predestinated unto life 
he is pleased, in his appointed and aczepted time, (Rom. 
vill. 30, xi. 7; Eph. i. 10, 11; 2 Thess. ii. 13, 14) effec- 
tually to call by his word and Spirit, out of that state of 
sin and death in which they are by nature, to grace and 
salvation (Eph. i. 1—6), by Jesus Christ; enlightening 
their minds, spiritually and savingly, to (Acts xxvi. 18; 
Eph. i. 17, 18) understand the things of God; taking 
away their (Ezek. xxxvi. 26) heart of stone, and giving 
unto them a heart of flesh; renewing their wills, and by 
his almighty power determining them Deut. xxx. 6; 
Ezek. xxxvi. 27; Eph. i. 19) to that which is good, and 
effectually drawing them to Jesus Christ; yet so as they 
come (Psa. cx. 3; Cant. i. 4) most freely, being made 
willing by his grace. 

2, This effectual call is of God’s free and special 
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grace alone (2 Tim. i. 9; Eph. ii. 8), not from anything 
at all foreseen in man, nor from any power or agency 
in the creature, co-working with his special grace (1 
Cor. ii. 14; Eph. ii. 5; John v. 25), the creature being 
wholly passive therein, being dead in sins and trespass- 
es, until, being quickened and renewed by the Holy 
Spirit, he is thereby enabled to answer this call, and to 
embrace the grace offered and conveyed in it, and that 
by no less (Eph. i. 19, 20) power than that which raised 
up Christ from the dead. 

3. Elect infants dying in infancy, are (John iii. 3, 
5, 6) regenerated and saved by Christ through the Spi- 
rit; who worketh when, and where, and (John iii. 8) how 
he pleaseth; so also are all other elect persons, who are 
incapable of being outwardly called by the ministry of 
the word. 

4. Others not elected, although they may be called 
by the ministry of the word (Matt. xxii. 14; xiii. 20, 21; 
Heb. vi. 4, 5), and may have some common operations of 
the Spirit, yet not being effectually drawn by the Father, 
they neither will nor can truly (John vi. 44, 45, 65; 1 
John ii. 24, 25) come to Christ;> and therefore cannot 
be saved : much less can men that receive not the Chris- 
tian religion (Acts iv. 12; John iv. 22; xvii. 3) be saved;® 
be they never so diligent to frame their lives according 
to the light of nature and the law of that religion they 
do profess. 

CHAP. XI. 


Of justification. 
1. Those whom God effectually calleth, he also 


5 [West. Conf., “Yet they 6 [West. and Savoy Conf. 
never truly come unto Christ;’ read, “men not professing the 
Savoy Conf. “They neither do Christian religion be saved in 
nor can come unto Christ.”] any other way whatsoever.”)] 
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freely (Rom. iii. 24; viii. 30) justifieth, not by infusing 
righteousness into them, but by (Rom. iv. 5, 6, 7, 8; Eph. 
i. 7) pardoning their sins, and by accounting and accep- 
ting their persons as (1 Cor. i. 30, 31; Rom. v. 17, 18, 19) 
righteous; not for anything wrought in them, or done 
by them, but for Christ’s sake alone, not by imputing 
faith itself, the act of believing, or any other (Phil. iii. 
8, 9; Eph. ii. 8, 9, 10) evangelical obedience to them, 
as their righteousness; but by imputing Christ’s active 
obedience unto the whole law, and passive obedience 
in his death, for their whole and sole righteousness, 
the (John i. 12; Rom. v. 17) receiving, and resting on 
him, and his righteousness, by faith; which faith they 
have not of themselves, it is the gift of God. 

2. Faith thus receiving and resting on Christ, and 
his righteousness, is the (Rom. iii. 28) alone instrument 
of justification: yet it is not alone in the person jus- 
tified, but is ever accompanied with all other saving 
graces, and is no dead faith, (Gal. v. 6; James ii. 17, 22, 
26) but worketh by love. 

3. Christ, by his obedience and death, did fully dis- 
charge the debt of all those that are justified; and by 
the sacrifice of himself, in the blood of his cross, un- 
dergoing in their stead the penalty due unto them, make 
a proper, real, and full satisfaction (Heb. x. 14; 1 Pet. 
i. 18, 19; Isa. lili. 5, 6) to God’s justice in their behalf; 
yet inasmuch as he was given by the Father for them, 
and his obedience and satisfaction accepted in their stead, 
and both (Rom. vii. 32; 2 Cor. v. 21) freely, not for any- 
thing in them, their justification is only of free grace, 
that both the exact justice and rich grace of God might 
be (Rom. iii. 26; Eph. i. 6, 7; ii. 7) glorified in the jus- 
tification of sinners. ; 

4. God did from all eternity decree to (Gal. iii. 8; 
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1 Pet. i. 2; 1 Tim. ii. 6) justify all the elect, and Christ 
did in the fulness of time die for their sins, and rise 
(Rom. iv. 25) again for their justification; nevertheless 
they are not justified personally, until the Holy Spirit 
doth in due time (Col. i. 21, 22; Tit. iii. 4, 5, 6, 7) ac- 
tually apply Christ unto them. 

3. God doth continue to (Matt. vi. 12; 1 John i. 7, 
9) forgive the sins of those that are justified, and al- 
though they can never fall from the state of (John x. 28) 
justification, yet they may by their sins fall under God’s 
(Psa. Ixxxix. 31, 32, 33) fatherly displeasure; and in that 
condition, they have not usually the light of his counte- 
nance restored unto them, until they (Psa. xxxii. 5; Matt. 
Xxvl. 75) humble themselves, confess their sins, beg 
pardon, and renew their faith and repentance. 

6. The justification of believers under the Old Tes- 
tament, was in all these respects (Gal. iii. 9; Rom. iv. 
22, 23, 24) one and the same with the justification of 
believers under the New Testament. 


CHAP. XII 
Of adoption. 


All those that are justified, God vouchsafed in and 
for the sake of his only Son Jesus Christ, to make par- 
takers of the grace (Eph. i. 5; Gal. iv. 4, 5) of adoption; 
by which they are taken into the number, and enjoy 
the liberties, and (John i. 12; Rom. viii. 17) privileges of 
children of God; have his (2 Cor. vi. 18; Rev. iii. 12,) 
name put upon them (Rom. viii. 15), receive the spirit of 
adoption (Gal. iv. 6; Eph. ii. 18), have access to the throne 
of grace with boldness; are enabled to cry, Abba, Fa- 
ther; are (Psa. ciii. 13) pitied, (Prov. xiv. 26) protected, 
(1 Pet. v. 7) provided for, and (Heb. xii. 6) chastened by 
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him, as by a father; yet never (Isa. liv. 8, 3; Lam. iii. 31) 
cast off, but sealed (Eph. iv. 30) to the day of redemp- 
tion, and inherit the promises, (Heb. i. 14; vi. 12) as heirs 
of everlasting salvation. 


CHAP. XIII. 
Of sanctification. 


1. They who are united to Christ, effectually called, 
and regenerated, having a new heart and a new 
spirit created in them, through the virtue of Christ’s 
death and resurrection; are also (Acts xx. 32; Rom. vi. 
5, 6) further sanctified, really, and personally, through 
the same virtue (John xvii. 17; Eph. iii. 16, 17, 18, 19; i 
Thess, v. 21, 22, 23), by his word and Spirit dwelling in 
them; (Rom. vi. 14) the dominion of the whole body of 
sin is destroyed, (Gal. v. 24) and the several lusts thereof 
are more and more weakened and mortified; and they 
more and more quickened, and (Col. i. 11) strengthened 
in all saving graces, to the (2 Cor. vii. 1; Heb. xii. 14) 
practice of all true holiness, without which no man shall 
see the Lord. 

2. This sanctification is (1Thess. v. 23) throughout, 
in the whole man, yet imperfect (Rom. vii. 18, 23) in this 
life; there abideth still some remnants of corruption in 
every part, whence ariseth a (Gal. v. 17; 1 Pet. ii. 11) 
continual, and irreconcilable war; the flesh lusting a- 
gainst the spirit, and the spirit against the flesh. 

3. In which war, although the remaining corrup- 
tion for a time may much (Rom. vii. 23) prevail, yet, 
through the continual supply of strength, from the sanc- 
tifying Spirit of Christ, the (Rom. vi. 14) regenerate part 
doth overcome; and so the saints grow in grace, perfec- 
ting holiness in the fear of God (Eph. iv. 15, 16; 2 Cor. 
iii. 18, vii. 1) pressing after an heavenly life, in evan- 
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gelical obedience to all the commands which Christ, as 
head and king, in his word hath prescribed to them.” 


CUAP ZIV. 
Of saving faith 


1. The grace of faith, whereby the elect are ena- 
bled to believe to the saving of their souls, is the work 
of the Spirit of Christ (2 Cor. iv. 13; Eph. ii. 8) in their 
hearts, and is ordinarily wrought by the ministry of the 
(Rom. x. 14, 17) word; by which also, and by the adminis- 
tration of baptism, and the Lord’s supper, prayer®, 
and other means appointed of God, it is increased (Luke 
Xvii. 5; 1 Pet. ii. 2; Acts xx. 32) and strengthened. 

2. By this faith, a Christian believeth to be true 
(Acts xxiv. 14) whatsoever is revealed in the word, for 
the authority of God himself; and also apprenhendeth 
an excellency therein (Psa. xix. 7, 8, 9, 10, cxix. 72) above 
all other writings, and all things in the world; as it 
bears forth the glory of God in his attributes, the ex- 
cellency of Christ in his nature and offices, and the 
power and fulness of the Holy Spirit in his workings 
and operations; and so is enabled to (2 Tim. i. 12) cast 
his soul upon the truth thus believed.® And also acteth 
differently upon that which each particular passage 
thereof containeth; yelding obedience to the (John xv. 14) 
commands, trembling at the (Isa. Ixvi. 2) threatenings, 


7 [“Pressing after,’ @&c., ments and prayer,’ &c. Sa- 
not in West. or Savoy Conf.] voy Conf.: “By the adminis- 

& [West. Conf.: “By the ad- tration of the seals, prayer, 
ministration of the sacra- &c.’} 


9 [“Also apprehendeth an excellency.” &c., not in the 
West. and Savoy Conf.] 
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and embracing the (Heb. xi. 13) promises of God, for 
this life and that which is to come. But the principal 
acts of saving faith have immediate relation to Christ, 
accepting, receiving, and resting upon (John i. 12; Acts 
xvi. 31; Gal. ii. 20; Acts xv. 11) him alone, for justifica- 
tion, sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue of the 
covenant of grace. 

3. This faith, although it be different in degrees, 
and may be weak (Heb. v. 13, 14; Matt. vi. 30; Rom. iv. 
19, 20), or strong, yet it is in the least degree of it dif- 
ferent in the kind, or nature of it (as is all other saving 
grace) from the faith (2 Pet. i. 1) and common grace of 
temporary believers; and therefore though it may be 
many times assailed, and weakened, yet it gets (Eph. vi. 
16; 1 John v. 4, 5) the victory, growing up in many, to the 
attainment of a full (Heb. vi. 11, 12; Col. ii. 2) assurance 
through Christ, who is both the author (Heb. xii. 2) and 
finisher of our faith. 


CHAP. XV. 
Of repentance unto life and salvation. 


1. Such of the elect as are converted at riper years, 
having (Tit. iii. 2, 3, 4, 5) sometime lived in the state of 
nature, and therein served divers lusts and pleasures, 
God in their effectual calling giveth them repentance 
unto life. 

2. Whereas there is none that doth good, and sin- 
neth (Eccles. vii. 20) not, and the best of men may, 
through the power and deceitfulness of their corruption 
dwelling in them, with the prevalency of temptation, 
fall into great sins and provocations, God hath in the 
covenant of grace mercifully provided that believers so 
sinning and falling (Luke xxii. 31, 32) be renewed 
through repentance unto salvation. 
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3. This saving repentance is an (Zech. xii. 10; Acts 
xi. 18) evangelical grace, whereby a person, being by 
the Holy Spirit made sensible of the manifold evils of 
his sin, doth, by faith in Christ, humble himself for it 
with godly sorrow, detestation of it, and self-abhorren- 
cy; (Ezek. xxxvi. 31; 2 Cor. vii. 11) praying for pardon 
and strength of grace, with a purpose and endeavour 
by supplies of the Spirit to (Ps. cxix. 6, 128) walk before 
God unto all well-pleasing in all things. 

4. As repentance is to be continued through the 
whole course of our lives, upon the account of the body 
of death, and the motions thereof; so it is every man’s 
duty to repent of his (Luke xix. 8; 1 Tim. i. 13, 15) par- 
ticular known sins particularly. 

5. Such is the provision which God hath made 
through Christ in the covenant of grace, for the preser- 
vation of believers unto salvation, that although there is 
no sin so small but it deserves (Rom. vi. 23) damnation; 
yet there is no sin so great, that it shall bring damna- 
tion on them that (Isa. i. 16, 18, lv. 7) repent; which 
makes the constant preaching of repentance necessary. 


CHAP, XVE 
Of good works. 


1. Good works are only such as God hath (Mic. vi. 
8; Heb. xiii. 21) commanded in his holy word, and not 
such as without the warrant thereof are devised by men, 
out of blind zeal (Matt. xv. 9; Isa. xxix. 13) or upon any 
pretence of good intentions. 

2. These good works, done in obedience to God’s 
commandments, are the fruits and evidences (Jame: 
ji. 18, 22) of a true and lively faith; and by them believ- 
ers manifest their (Ps. cxvi. 12, 13; 1 John ii. 3, 5; 2 
Pet. i. 5—11) assurance, edify their (Matt. v. 16) breth- 
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ren, adorn the profession of the gospel, stop the mouths 
of the adversaries, and glorify (1 Tim. vi. 1; 1 Pet. ii. 
15; Phil. i. 11) God, whose workmanship they are, creat- 
ed in Christ Jesus (Eph. ii. 10) thereunto, that having 
their fruit unto holiness, they may have the end (Rom. 
vi. 22) eternal life. 

3. Their ability to do good works is not at all of 
themselves, but wholly from the Spirit (John xv. 4, 6) 
of Christ; and that they may be enabled thereunto, be- 
sides the graces they have already received, there is 
necessary an (2 Cor. iii. 5; Phil. ii. 13) actual influence 
of the same Holy Spirit, to work in them to will and to 
do of his good pleasure; yet are they not hereupon to 
grow negligent, as if they were not bound to perform 
any duty, unless upon a special motion of the Spirit, but 
they ought to be diligent in (Phil. ii. 12; Heb. vi. 11, 12; 
Isa. lxiv. 7) stirring up the grace of God that is in them. 

4. They who in their obedience attain to the great- 
est height which is possible in this life, are so far from 
being able to supererogate and to do more than God re- 
quires, as that (Job ix. 2, 3; Gal. v. 17; Luke xvii. 10) 
they fall short of much which in duty they are bound 
to do. 

dD. We cannot by our best works merit pardon of 
sin or eternal life at the hand of God, by reason of the 
great disproportion that is between them and the glory 
to come, and the infinite distance that is between us 
and God, whom by them we can neither profit nor satis- 
fy; for the debt of our Rom. iii. 20; Eph. i.i 8, 9; Rom. 
iv. 6) former sins; but when we have done all we can, 
we have done but our duty, and are unprofitable ser- 
vants; and because as they are good they proceed from 
his (Gal. v. 22, 23) Spirit; and as they are wrought by 
us they are defiled (Isa. lxiv. 6; Ps cxliii. 2) and mixed 
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with so much weakness and imperfection, that they 
cannot endure the severity of God’s judgment. 

6. Yet, notwithstanding, the persons oi believers 
being accepted through Christ, their good works also 
are accepted in (Eph. i. 6; 1 Pet. ii. 5) him; not as though 
they were in this life wholly unblameable and unreprov- 
able in God’s sight, but that he, looking upon them 
in his Son, is pleased to accept and reward that which 
is (Matt. xxv. 21, 23; Heb. vi. 10) sincere, although 
acconipanied with many weaknesses and imperfections. 

7. Works done by unregenerate men, although for 
the matter of them they may be things which God 
commands, and of good use both to themselves and 
(2 Kings x. 30; 1 Kings xxi. 27, 29) others; yet because 
they proceed not from a heart purified by (Gen. iv. 5; 
Heb. xi. 4, 6) faith, nor are done in a right manner 
according to the (1 Cor. xiii. 1) word, nor to a right 
end, the (Matt. vi. 2, 5) glory of God, they are therefore 
sinful and cannot please God, nor make a man meet 
to receive grace from (Amos v. 21, 22; Rom. ix. 16; 
Tit. iii. 5) God; and yet their neglect of them is more sin- 
ful and (Job xxi. 14, 15; Matt. xxv. 41, 42, 43) displeas- 
ing to God. 


CHAP. XVII. 
Of perseverance of the saints. 


1. Those whom God hath accepted in the Beloved, 
effectually called and sanctified by his Spirit, and given 
the precious faith of his elect unto, can neither totall7 
nor finally fall from the state of grace (John x. 28, 29; 
Phil. i. 6; 2 Tim. ii. 19; 1 John ii. 19); but shall certainly 
persevere therein to the end and be eternally saved 
seeing the gifts and callings of God are without repen- 
tance (whence he still begets and nourisheth in them 
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faith, repentence, love, joy, hope, and all the graces of 
the Spirit unto immortality); and though many storms 
and floods arise and beat against them, yet they shall 
never be able to take them off that foundation and rock 
which by faith they are fastened uvon; notwithstanding, 
through unbelief and the temptations of Satan, the sen- 
sible sight of the light and love God may for a time be 
clouded and obscured from (Ps. Ixxxix. 31, 32; 1 Cor. xi. 
32) them, yet he is still the same (Mal. iii. 6), and they 
shall be sure to be kept by the power of God unto sal- 
vation, where they shall enjoy their purchased posses- 
sion, they being engraven upon the palm of his hands. 
and their names having been written in the book of life 
from all eternity.! 

2. This perseverance of the saints depends not 
upon their own free will, but upon the immutability of 
the decree of (Rom. vili. 30, ix. 11, 16) election, flowing 
from the free and unchangeable love of God the Father; 
upon the efficacy of the merit and intercession of Jesus 
Christ (Rom. v. 9, 10; John xiv. 19) and union with 
him, the (Heb. vi. 17, 18) oath of God, the abiding of his 
Spirit, and the (1 John iii. 9) seed of God within them, 
and the nature of the (Jer. xxxii. 40) covenant of grace; 
from all which ariseth also the certainty and infallibil- 
ity thereof. 

3. And though they may, through the temptation 
of Satan and of the world, the prevalency of corrup- 
tion remaining in them, and the neglect of the means of 
their preservation fall into grievous (Matt. xxvi. 70, 72, 
74) sins, and for a time continue therein, whereby they 


1 [“Seeing the gifts and callings of God”, &c.; not in 
the West. or Savoy Conf. See Art. 23 of Conf. of 1646, ante] 
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incur (Isa. lxiv. 5, 9; Eph. iv. 30) God’s displeasure, and 
grieve his Holy Spirit, come to have their graces anc 
(Ps. li. 10, 12) comforts impaired, have their hearts hard- 
ened and their consciences wounded, (Ps. xxxii. 3, 4) 
hurt and scandalize others, and bring temporal judg: 
ments (2 Sam. xii. 14) upon themselves, yet they shall 
renew their (Luke xxii. 32, 61, 62) repentance and be 
preserved, through faith in Christ Jesus, to the end.? 


CHAP. XVIII. 
Of the assurance of grace and salvation 


1. Although temporary believers and other unre- 
generate men, may vainly deceive themselves with false 
hopes and carnal presumptions of being in the favor 
of God, and [in a] state of salvation (Job viii. 13, 14; 
Matt. vii. 22, 23), which hope of theirs shall perish; yet 
such as truly believe in the Lord Jesus, and love him 
in sincerity, endeavouring to walk in all good conscience 
before him, may in this life be certainly assured (1 John 
ii. 3, iii. 14, 18, 19, 21, 24, v. 13) that they are in the 
state of grace; and may rejoice in the hope of the glory 
of God, which hope shall never make them (Rom. v. 2, 
5) ashamed. 

2. This certainty is not a bare conjectural and prob- 
able persuasion, grounded upon (Heb. vi. 11, 19) a falli- 
ble hope, but an infallible assurance of faith, founded 
on the blood and righteousness of Christ (Heb. vi. 17, 18) 
revealed in the gospel; and also upon the inward (2 Pet. 
i. 4, 5, 10, 11) evidence of those graces of the Spirit unto 
which promises are made, and on the testimony of the 
(Rom. viii. 15, 16) Spirit of adoption, witnessing with our 


2 [Savoy Conf. reads: “Yet they are, and shall. be, kept 
by the power of God through faith unto salvation.”] 
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spirits that we are the children of God; and as a fruit 
thereof, keeping the heart both (1 John iii. 1, 2, 3) hum- 
ble and holy. 

3. This infallible assurance doth not so belong to 
the essence of faith, but that a true believer may wait 
long, and conflict with many difficulties, before he be 
(Isa. 1. 10; Ps. Ixxxviii., Ixxvii. 1—12) partaker Orit 
yet being enabled by the Spirit, to know the things which 
are freely given him of God, he may without extraordl- 
nary revelation in the right use of means (1 John iv. 13; 
Heb. vi. 11, 12) attain thereunto; and therefore it is the 
duty of every one to give all diligence to make their 
calling and election sure, that thereby his heart may be 
enlarged in peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, in love and 
thankfulness to God, and in strength and cheerfulness 
in the duties of obedience, the proper (Rom. v. 1, 2, 
5, Xlv. 17; Ps. cxix. 32) fruits of this assurance; so far 
is it (Rom. vi. 1, 2,; Tit. ii. 11, 12, 14) from inclining 
men to looseness. 

4. True believers may have the assurance of their 
salvation divers ways shaken, diminished, and intermit- 
ted; as (Cant. v. 2, 3, 6) by negligence in preserving of it, 
by (Ps. li. 8, 12, 14) falling into some special sin, which 
woundeth the conscience, and grieveth the Spirit, by 
some sudden or (Ps. cxvi. 11, Ixxvii. 7, 8, xxxi. 22) 
vehement temptation, by God’s withdrawing the (Ps. 
xxx. 7) light of his countenance, and suffering even 
such as fear him to walk in darkness and to have no 
light; yet are they never destitute? of the (1 John iii. 9) 
seed of God, and life (Luke xxii. 32) of faith, that love 
of Christ and the brethren, that sincerity of heart, and 
conscience of duty, out of which, by the operation of 


3 [West, and Savoy Conf.: “Never utterly destitute.’ 
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the Spirit, this assurance may in due time be (Ps. xlii. 
5, 11) revived, and by the which in the mean time they 
are (Lam. iii. 26, 27-31) preserved from utter despair. 


CHAP. XIX: 
Of the law of God. 


1. God gave to Adam a law of universal obedience 
(Gen. i. 17; Eccles. vii. 29) written in his heart, and a 
particular precept of not eating the fruit of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil; by which he bound 
him, and all his posterity to personal, entire, exact and 
perpetual (Rom. x. 5) obedience; promised life upon the 
fulfilling, and (Gal. ili. 10, 12) threatened death upon 
the breach of it, and endued him with power and ability 
to keep it. 

2. The same law that was first written in the heart of 
man (Rom. ii. 14, 15) continued to be a perfect rule of 
righteousness after the fall, and was delivered by God 
upon mount Sinai in (Deut. x. 4) ten commandments, 
and written in two tables, the four first containing our 
duty towards God, and the other six our duty to man. 

3. Besides this law, commonly called moral, God 
was pleased to give to the people of Israel ceremonial 
laws, containing several typical ordinances, partly of 
worship, (Heb. x. 1; Col. ii. 17) prefiguring Christ, his 
graces, actions, sufferings, and benefits; and partly hold- 
ing forth divers instructions (1 Cor. v. 7) of moral du- 
ties; all which ceremonial laws being appointed only 
to the time of reformation, are by Jesus Christ the true 
Messiah and only lawgiver, who was_ furnished with 
power from the Father for that end (Col. ii. 14, 16, 17; 


4 [West. and Savoy Conf. add, “As a covenant of 
works.” ] 
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Eph. ii. 14, 16), abrogated and taken away. 

4. To them also he gave sundry judicial laws, 
which expired together with the state of that people, 
not obliging any now by virtue of that institution; their 
general (1 Cor. ix. 8, 9, 10) equity only being of moral 
use. 

5. The moral law doth for ever bind all (Rom. xiii. 
8, 9, 10; James ii. 8, 10, 11, 12) as weli justified persons 
as others, to the obedience thereof, and that not only in 
regard of the matter contained in it, but also in respect 
of the (Jarmes ii. 10, 11) authority of God, the Creator, 
who gave it; neither doth Christ in the gospel any way 
dissolve, (Matt. v. 17, 18, 19; Rom. iii. 31) but much 
strengthen this obligation. 

6. Although true believers be not under the law, 
as a covenant of works (Rom. vi. 14; Gal. ii. 16; Rom. 
viii. 1; x. 4) to be thereby justified or condemned, yet 
it is of great use to them, as well as to others, in that, 
as a rule of life, informing them of the will of God and 
their duty, it directs and binds them to walk accordingly 
(Rom. iii. 20; vii. 7, &c.); discovering also the sinful pol- 
lutions of their natures, hearts, and lives, so as examin- 
ing themselves thereby, they may come to further con- 
viction of, humiliation for, and hatred against, sin, to- 
gether with a clearer sight of the need they have of 
Christ and the perfection of his obedience; it is likewise 
of use to the unregenerate, to restrain their corruption, 
in that it forbids sin; and the threatenings of it serve to 
show what even their sins deserve, and what afflictions 
in this life they may expect for them, although freed 
from the curse and unallayed rigour thereof. The 
promises of it likewise show them God’s approbation of 
obedience, and what blessings they may expect upon 
the performance thereof, though not as due to them 
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by the law as a covenant of works; so as man’s doing 
good and refraining from evil, because the law encour- 
ageth to the one and deterreth from the other, is no ev- 
idence of his being (Rom. vi. 12—14; 1 Pet. iii. 8—13) 
under the law and not under grace. 
7. Neither are the forementioned uses of the law 
(Gal. ili. 21) contrary to the grace of the gospel, but 
do sweetly comply with it, the Spirit of Christ subduing 
(Ezek. xxxvi. 27) and enabling the will of man to do 
that freely and cheerfully, which the will of God 
revealed in the law requireth to be done. 


CHAPS XX: 
Of the gospel, and of the extent of the grace thereof. 


1. The covenant of works being broken by sin, 
and made unprofitable unto life, God was pleased to 
give forth the promise® of Christ (Gen. iii. 15), the seed 
of the woman, as the means of calling the elect, and 
begetting in them faith and repentance; in this promise, 
the (Rev. xiii. 8) gospel, as to the substance of it, was 
revealed, and [is] therein effectual, for the conversion 
and salvation of sinners. 

2. This promise of Christ, and salvation by him, 
is revealed only by (Rom. i. 17) the word of God; neither 
do the works of creation, or providence, with the light 
of nature, (Rom. x. 14, 15, 17) make discovery of Christ, 
or of grace by him, so much as in a general or obscure 
‘way; much less that men, destitute of the revelation of 
him by the promise or gospel, (Prov. xxix. 18; Isa. xxv. 


Ta1X.12, 8) should be enabled thereby to attain saving 
faith or repentance. 


5 [Savoy Conf.: “To give unto the elect the promise.” 
This article is not found in the West. Conf.] 
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3. The revelation of the gospel unto sinners, made 
in divers times, and by sundry parts, with the addition 
of promises and precepts, for the obedience required 
therein, as to the nations and persons to whom it is 
granted, is merely of the (Ps. cxlvii. 20; Acts xvi. 7) 
sovereign will and good pleasure of God, not being 
annexed by virtue of any promise, to the due improve- 
ment of men’s natural abilities, by virtue of common 
light received without it, which none ever did (Rom. 1. 
18, &c.) make, or can so do: and therefore in all ages 
the preaching of the gospel hath been granted unto 
persons and nations, as to the extent or straightening 
of it, in great variety, according to the counsel of the 
will of God. 

4. Although the gospel be the only outward means 
of revealing Christ and saving grace, and is as such 
abundantly sufficient thereunto, yet that men who are 
born in trespasses may be born again, quickened, or 
regenerated, there is moreover necessary an effectual, 
insuperable (Ps. cx. 3; 1 Cor. ii. 14; Eph. i. 19, 20) 
work of the Holy Spirit upon the whole soul, for the 
producing in them a new spiritual life; without which 
no other means will effect (John vi. 44; 2 Cor. iv. 4, 6) 
their conversion unto God.é 


CHAP. XXI. 
Of Christian liberty, and liberty of conscience. 


1. The liberty which Christ hath purchased for 
believers under the gospel, consists in their freedom 
from the guilt of sin, the condemning wrath of God, 
the rigour and (Gal. iii. 13) curse of the law, and in 
their being delivered from this present evil (Gal. i. 4) 


6 [Savoy Conf.: “No other means are sufficient for their 
conversion unto God.’’] 
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world, bondage to (Acts xxvi. 18) Satan, and dominion 
(Rom. viii. 3) of sin, from the (Rom. viii. 28) evil of 
afflictions, the fear, and sting (1 Cor. xv. 54, 55, 56, 
57) of death, the victory of the grave, and (2 Thess. i. 
10) everlasting damnation; as also in their (Rom. viii. 
15) free access to God, and their yielding obedience unto 
him, not out of a slavish fear, (Luke i. 74, 75; 1 John iv. 
18) but a child-like love and willing mind. 

All which were common also to believers under 
the law (Gal. iii. 9, 14) for the substance of them; but 
under the New Testament, the liberty of Christians is 
further enlarged in their freedom from the yoke of 
the cerimonial law’, to which the Jewish church 
was subjected, and in greater boldness of access 
to the throne of grace, and in fuller communica- 
mons ot the "(John vil. 38;-"39;. Heb. ..x. 19, 20, 
21) free Spirit of God, than believers under the law 
did ordinarily partake of. 

2. God alone is (James iv. 12; Rom. xiv. 4) Lord 
of the conscience, and hath left it free from the doc- 
trines and commandments of men (Acts iv. 19, and v. 
29; 1 Cor. vii. 23; Matt. xv. 9) which are in any thing 
contrary to his word or not contained in it. So that to 
believe such doctrines, or obey such commands out of 
conscience, (Col. ii. 20, 22, 23) is to betray true liberty 
of conscience; and the requiring of an (1 Cor. iii. 5: 
2 Cor. i. 24) implicit faith, and absolute and blind 
obedience, is to destroy liberty of conscience and reason 
also. 

3. They who, upon pretence of Christian liberty, 
do practise any sin, or cherish any sinful lust, as they 


7 [And “the whole legal administration of the covenant 
of grace”. Savoy Conf.] 
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do thereby pervert the main design of the grace of the 
gospel (Rom. vi. 1, 2) to their own destruction, so they 
wholly destroy (Gal. v. 13; 2 Pet. ii. 18—21) the end 
of Christian liberty; which is, that being delivered out 
of the hands of all our enemies, we might serve the 
Lord without fear, in holiness and righteousness before 
him, all the days of our life. 
CHAP. XXII. 
Of religious worship, and the sabbath-day 

1. The light of nature shows that there is a God, 
who hath lordship and sovereignty over all; is just, 
good, and doth good unto all; and is therefore to be 
feared, loved, praised, called upon, trusted in, and 
served, with all the heart, and all the soul, (Jer. x. 7; 
Mark xii. 33) and with all the might. But the acceptable 
way of worshipping the true God, is (Deut. xii. 32) insti- 
tuted by himself, and so limited by his own revealed 
will, that he may not be worshipped according to the 
imaginations and devices of men, or the suggestions of 
Satan, under any visible representations, or (Exod. xx. 
4, 5, 6) any other way not prescribed in the holy 
scriptures. 

2. Religious worship is to be given to God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and to him (Matt. iv. 9, 
10; John vi. 23; Matt. xxviii. 19) alone; not to angels, 
saints, or any other (Rom. i. 25; Col. ii. 18; Rev. xix. 
10) creatures; and since the fall, not without a (John 
xiv. 6) mediator, nor in the mediation of any other but 
(1 Tim. ii. 5) Christ alone. 

3. Prayer, with thanksgiving, being one special 
part of natural worship, is by God required of (Psal. 
xcv. 1—7; lxv. 2) all men.. But that it may be accepted, 
it is to be made in the (John xiv. 13, 14) name of the 
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Son, by the help (Rom. viii. 26) of the Spirit, according 
to (1 John vy. 14) his will; with understanding, reverence, 
humility, fervency, faith, love, and perseverance; and 
when with others, in a (1 Cor. xiv. 16, 17) known tongue. 

4. Prayer is to be made for things lawful, and for 
all sorts of men living, (1 Tim. ii. 1, 2; 2 Sam. vii. 29) or 
that shall live hereafter; but not (2 Sam. xii. 21, 22, 23) 
for the dead, nor for those of whom it may be known, 
that they have sinned (1 John v. 16) the sin unto death. 

5. The (1 Tim. iv. 13) reading of the scriptures, 
preaching, and (2 Tim. iv. 2; Luke viii. 18) hearing the 
word of God, teaching and admonishing one another 
in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with 
grace in our hearts to (Col. iii. 16; Eph. v. 19) the Lord: 
as also the administration (Matt. xxviii. 19, 20) of bap- 
tism and (1 Cor. xi. 26) the Lord’s supper, are all parts 
of religious worship of God, to be performed in obe- 
dience to him, with understanding, faith, reverence, 
and godly fear; moreover, solemn humiliation, (Esth. 
iv. 16; Joel ii. 12) with fastings, and thanksgivings, upon 
(Exod. xv. 1, &c.; Psal. evii.) special occasions, ought 
to be used in an holy and religious manner. 

6. Neither prayer, nor any other part of religious 
worship, is now, under the gospel, tied unto, or made 
more acceptable by, any place in which it is (John iv. 
21; Mal. i. 11; 1 Tim. ii. 8) performed, or towards which 
it is directed; but God is to be worshipped every where 
in spirit and in truth: as in (Acts x. 2) private families 
(Matt. vi. 11; Psal. lv. 17) daily, and (Matt. vi. 6) in 
secret each one by himself, so more solemnly in the 
public assemblies, which are nol carelessly, nor wilfully, 
to be (Heb. x. 25; Acts ii. 42) neglected or forsaken, 
when God by his word or providence calleth thereunto. 
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7. As it is of the law of nature, that in general a 
proportion of time, by God’s appointment, be set apart 
for the worship of God, so by his word, in a positive, 
moral, and perpetual commandment, binding all men 
in all ages, he hath particularly appointed one day in 
seven for a (Exod. xx. 8) sabbath to be kept holy unto 
him, which from the beginning of the world, to the re- 
Ssurrection of Christ, was the last day of the week, and 
from the resurrection of Christ was changed into the 
first day of the week, (1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2; Acts xx. 7; Rev. i. 
10) which is called the Lord’s day; and is to be continued 
to the end of the world, as the Christian sabbath; the 
observation of the last day of the week being abolished. 

8. The sabbath is then kept holy unto the Lord, 
when men, after a due preparation of their hearts, and 
ordering their common affairs aforehand, do not only 
observe an holy (Isa. lviii 13; Neh. xiii. 15—23) rest 
all the day, from their own works, words, and thoughts, 
about their worldly employment, and recreations, but 
also are taken up the whole time in the public and 
private exercises of his worship, and in the duties (Matt. 
xii. 1—13) of necessity and mercy. 


CHAP. XXIII. 
Of lawful oaths and vows. 


1. A lawful oath is a part of religious worship, 
(Exod. xx. 7; Deut. x. 20; Jer. iv. 2) wherein the person’ 
Swearing in truth, righteousness, and judgment, sol- 
emnly calleth God to witness what he sweareth (2 Chron. 
vi. 22, 23) and to judge him according to the truth or 
falseness thereof. 

2. The name of God only is that by which men 
ought to swear; and therein it is to be used, with all] 
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holy fear and reverence; therefore to swear vainly or 
rashly by that glorious and dreadful name, or to swear 
at all by any other thing, is sinful, and to be (Matt. v. 
34, 37; Jam. v. 12) abhorred; yet as in matter of weight 
and moment, for confirmation of truth, (Heb. vi. 16; 
2 Cor. i. 23) and ending all strife, an oath is warranted 
by word of God; so a lawful oath being imposed, (Neh. 
xiii. 25) by lawful authority, in such matters, ought to 
be taken. 

3. Whosoever taketh an oath, warranted by the 
word of God, ought duly to consider the weightiness of 
so solemn an act, and therein to avouch nothing, but 
what he knoweth to be truth; for that by rash, false, 
and vain oaths, the (Lev. xix. 12; Jer. xxiii. 10) Lord is 
provoked, and for them this land mourns.® 

4. An oath is to be taken in the plain and (Psal. 
xxiv. 4) common sense of the words, without equivoca- 
tion or mental reservation. 

9. A vow, which is not to be made to any creature, 
but to God alone,? (Psal. Ixxvi. 11; Gen. xxviii. 20, 21, 
22) is to be made and performed with all religious care 
and faithfulness; but popish monastical vows, (1 Cor 
vii. 2, 9) of perpetual single life, professed (Eph. iv. 28) 
poverty, and regular obedience, are so far from being 
degrees of higher verfection, that they are superstitious, 


8 [“Nothing, but what he 
is fully persuaded is the 
truth; neither may any man 


a sin to refuse an oath 
touching anything that is 
good and just, being lawful- 


bind himself by oath to any 
thing but what is good and 
just, and what he believeth 
so to be, what he is able and 
resolved to verform; yet it is 


ly imposed by authority.” 
West. and Savoy Conf.] 

9 [“Is of a like nature to a 
promissory oath.” West. and 
Savoy Conf.] 
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(Matt. xix. 11) and sinful snares, in which no Christian 
may entangle himself. 


CHAP. XXIV. 
Of the civil magistrate. 


1. God, the supreme Lord, and King of all the 
world, hath ordained civil (Rom. xiii. 1, 2, 3, 4) magis- 
trates to be under him, over the people, for his own 
glory, and the public good; and to this end hath armed 
them with the power of the sword, for defence and en- 
couragement of them that do good, and for the punish- 
ment of evil doers. 

2. It is lawful for Christians to accept and execute 
the office of a magistrate, when called thereunto; in 
the management whereof, as they ought especially to 
maintain (2 Sam. xxiii. 3; Psal. Ixxxii. 3, 4) justice and 
peace, according to the wholesome laws of each king- 
dom, and commonwealth; so for that end they may law- 
fully now under the New Testament (Luke iii. 14) wage 
war, upon just and necessary occasions. 

3. Civil magistrates being set up by God, for the 
ends aforesaid, subjection in all lawful things comman- 
ded by them ought to be yielded by us in the Lord, not 
only for wrath, (Rom. xiii. 5, 6, 7; 1 Pet. ii. 17) but for 
conscience’ sake; and we ought to make _supplications 
and prayers for kings and all that are in authority, (1 
Tim. ii. 1, 2) that under them we may live a quiet and 
peaceable life, in all godliness and honesty.! 


1 [This paragraph is not 
found in the West. and Savoy 
Confessions. (See Art. 48. 
Conf. of 1646.) Instead of it, 
the divines of the Savoy af- 


firm the following important 
sentiments : 

“Although the magistrate 
is bound to encourage, pro- 
mote, and protect the profes- 


CHAP. 


oT 


XXV. 


Of marriage. 


1. Marriage is to be between one man and one wo- 
man; (Gen. ii. 24; Mal. ii. 15; Matt. xix. 5, 6) neither is it 
lawful for any man to have more than one wife, nor for 


any 
same time. 


woman to have more than one husband, at the 


2. Marriage was ordained for the mutual help 
(Gen. ii. 18) of husband and wife, (Gen. i. 28) for the in- 
crease of mankind with a legitimate issue,? and for (1 


sors and profession of the 
gospel, and to manage and 
order civil administrations in 
a due subserviency to the in- 
terest of Christ in the world; 
and to that end to take care 
that men of corrupt minds 
and conversation do not li- 
centiously vublish and di- 
vulge blasphemy and errors, 
in their own nature subvert- 
ing the faith. and inevitably 
destroyng the souls of them 
that receive them; yet in 
such differences about the 
doctrines of the gospel, or 
ways of the worship of God, 
as may befall men exercising 
a good conscience, manifest- 
ing it in their conversation, 
and holding the foundation; 
not disturbing others in their 
ways or worship, that differ 


from them; there is no war- 
rant for the magistrate, un- 
der the gospel, to abridge 
them of their liberty.” The 
Assembly of Divines is still 
more peremptory, in declar- 
ing the authority and duty 
of the magistrate to be, “to 
take order, that unity and 
peace be opwreserved in the 
church, that the truth of 
God be kept pure and here- 
sies be suvvressed, all cor- 
ruptions and abuses in wor- 
shin and discipline prevented 
or reformed, and all ordinan- 
ces Of God duly settled, ad- 
ministered, and Observed... 
He hath vower to call synods, 
to be oresent at them, and 
to provide that whatever is 
transacted in them be accor- 
ding to the mind of God.”’] 


2 (“And of the church with an holy seed.” West. and 


Savoy Conf, ] 
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Cor. vii. 2, 9) preventing of uncleanness. 

3. It is lawful for (Heb. xiii. 4; 1 Tim. iv. 3) all sorts 
of people to marry, who are able with judgment to give 
their consent; yet it is the duty of Christians (1 Cor. 
vii. 39) to marry [only] in the Lord; and therefore such 
as profess the true religion should not marry with infi- 
dels, (Neh. xiii. 25, 26, 27) or idolators; neither should 
such as are godly be unequally yoked, by marrying with 
such as are wicked in their life, or maintain damnable 
heresy. 

4. Marriage ought not to be within the degrees of 
consanguinity (Lev. xviii.) or affinity, forbidden in th« 
word; nor can such incestuous marriage ever be made 
lawful by any law of man or consent of parties, (Matt. 
vi.18; 1 Cor. v. 1) so as those persons may live together 
as man and wife. 


CHAP. XXVI. 
Of the church. 


1. The catholic or universal church, which (with 
respect to the internal work of the Spirit, and truth of 
grace) may be called invisible, consists of the whole 
(Heb. xii. 23; Col. i. 18; Eph. i. 20, 22, 23, and ch. v. 23, 
27, 32) number of the elect, that have been, are, or shall 
be gathered into one, under Christ, the head thereof; 
and is the spouse, the body, the fulness of him that fil- 
leth all in all. 

2. All persons throughout the world, professing 
the faith of the gospel, and obedience unto God by 
Christ according unto it, not destroying their own pro- 
Session by any errors everting the foundation, or unhol- 
iness of conversation, (1 Cor. i. 2; Acts xi. 26) are and 
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may be called visible saints; (Rom. i. 7; Eph. i. 20, 21, 
22) and of such ought all particular congregations to be 
constituted. 

3. The purest churches under heaven are subject 
(1 Cor. xv.; Rev. ii. and ch. iii.) to mixture and error; 
and some have so degenerated as to become (Rev. xviii. 
2; 2 Thess. ii. 11, 12) no churches of Christ, but syna- 
gogues of Satan; nevertheless Christ always hath had, 
and ever shall have a (Matt. xvi. 18; Psal. Ixxii. 17, and 
cil. 28; Rev. vii. 17) kingdom,* in this world to the end 
thereof, of such as believe in him, and make professions 
of his name. 

4. The Lord Jesus Christ is the head of the 
church,® in whom, by the appointment of the Father, 
(Col. i. 18; Matt. xxviii. 18, 19, 20; Eph. iv. 21, 22) all 
power for the calling, institution, order, or government 
of the church, is invested in a supreme and sovereign 
manner; neither can the pope of Rome, in any sense, be 
head thereof, but is (2 Thess. ii. 2—9) [no other] than 
antichrist, that man of sin and son of perdition, that 
exalteth himself in the church against Christ, and all 
that is called God; whom the Lord shall destroy with 
the brightness of his coming. 

9. In the execution of this power wherewith he is 
so entrusted, the Lord Jesus calleth out of the world 
unto himself, through the ministry of his word, by his 
Spirit, (John x. 16, ch. xii. 32) those that are given unto 


3 [“Are and may be called 
the visible catholic church of 
Christ; although as such it 
is not entrusted with the ad- 
ministration of any ordinan- 
ces, or have any Offices [offi- 
cers] to rule or govern in or 


over the whole body.” Savoy 
Conf.] 

4 [“A visible kingdom.” Sa- 
voy Conf.] 

5 [“There is no other Head 
of the church but the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” Savoy Conf.] 
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him by his Father, that they may walk before him in 
all the (Matt. xxviii. 20) ways of obedience, which he 
prescribeth to them in his word. Those thus called, he 
commandeth to walk together in particular societies, 
or (Matt. xviii. 15—-20) churches, for their mutual edifi- 
cation, and the due performance of that public worship, 
which he requireth of them in the world. 


6. The members of these churches are (Rom. i. ™ 
I Cor. i. 1, 2) saints by calling, visibly manifesting and 
evidencing (in and by their profession and walking) their 
obedience unto that call of Christ; and do willingly con- 
sent to walk together according to the appointment of 
Christ, giving up themselves to the Lord and one to a- 
nother, by the will of God, (Acts ii. 41, 42; ch. v. 13, 14; 


2 Cor. ix. 13) in professed subjection to the ordinances 
of the gospel. 


7. To each of these churches thus gathered, accor- 
ding to his mind declared in his word, he hath given all 
that (Matt.17, 18;°°1 Cor. v.-4,°5, with v. 13; 2 Cer: 
ii. 6, 7, 8) power and authority, which is any way need- 
ful, for their carrying on that order in worship, and dis- 
cipline, which he hath instituted for them to observe, 
with commands and rules for the due and right exert- 
ing and executing of that power. 


8. A particular church gathered, and completely 
organized, according to the mind of Crrist, consists of 
officers, and members: and the officers appointed by 
Christ to be chosen and set apart by the church (so called 
and gathered) for the peculiar administration of or- 
dinances, and execution of power or duty, which he en- 
trusts them with or calls them to, to be continued to the 
end of the world, are (Acts xx. 17, with v. 28; Phil. i. 1) 
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bishops or elders, and deacons.® 


9. The way appointed by Christ for the calling of 
any person, fitted and gifted by the Holy Spirit, unto 
the office of bishop or elder in the church is, that he be 
chosen thereunto by the common (Acts xiv. 23; see the 
original) suffrage of the church itself; and solemnly set 
apart by fasting and prayer, with imposition of hands of 
the (1 Tim. iv. 14) eldershiv of the church, if there be 
any before constituted therein: and of a deacon, (Acts 
vi. 3, 5, 6) that he be chosen by the like suffrage, and 
set apart by prayer, and the like imposition of hands. 

10. The work of pastors being constantly to attend 
the service of Christ in his churches, in the ministry of 
the word and prayer, (Acts vi. 4; Heb. xiii. 17) with 
watching for their souls, as they that must give an ac- 
count to him, it is incumbent on the churches to whom 
they minister, not only to give them all due respect, 
Tim. v. 17, 18; Gal. vi. 6, 7) but also to communicate to 
them of all their good things, according to their ability, 
so as they may have a confortable supply, without being 
themselves (2 Tim. ii. 4) entangled in secular affairs; and 
may also be capable of exercising (1 Tim. ili. 2) hospi- 
tality towards others; and this is required by the (1 Cor. 
ix. 6—14) law of nature, and by the express order of our 
Lord Jesus, who hath ordained, that they that preach 
the gospel should live of the gospel.’ 

11. Although it be incumbent on the bishops or 
pastors of the churches to be instant in preaching the 
word by way of office, yet the work of preaching the 
word is not so peculiarly confined to them, but that 


6 [Are pastors, teachers, 7 [This paragravh is not 
elders, and deacons.” Savoy found in the Savoy Conf.] 
Conf.] ‘ 
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others also, (Acts xi. 19, 20, 21; I Pet. iv. 20, 21) gifted, 
and fitted by the Holy Spirit for it, and approved, and 
called by the church, may and ought to perform it.® 

12. As all believers are bound to join themselves 
to particular churches, when and where they have op- 
portunity so to do; so all that are admitted unto the pri- 
vileges of a church, are also (1 Thess. v. 14; 2 Thess. iii. 
6, 14, 15) under the censures and government thereof, 
according to the rule of Christ. 

13. No church members, upon any offence taken 
by them, having performed their duty required of them 
towards the person they are offended at, ought to dis- 
turb any church order, or absent themselves from the 
assemblies of the church or administration of any ordi- 
nances, upon the account of such offence at any of their 
fellow members, but to wait upon Christ, (Matt. xviii. 15, 
16, 17; Evh. iv. 2, 3) in the further proceeding of the 
church. 

14. As each church, and all the members of it, are 
bound to (Eph. vi. 18; Psal. cxxii. 6) pray continually, 
for the good and prosperity of all the churches of Christ, 
in all places, and upon all occasions to further it, (every 
one within the bounds of their places and callings, in 
the exercise of their gifts and graces) so the churches 
(when planted by the providence of God so as they may 
enjoy opportunity and advantage for it) ought to hold 
(Rom. xvi. 1, 2; 3 John 9, 10) communion amongst them- 
selves for their peace, increase of love, and mutual edi- 
fication. 

15. In cases of difficulties or differences, either in 
point of doctrine or administration, wherein either the 


® (“So that they give themselves uv thereunto.” Savoy 
Conf.] 
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churches in general are concerned, or any one church, 
in their peace, union, and edification; or any member 
or members of any church are injured, in or by any pro- 
ceedings in censures not agreeable to truth and order: 
it is according to the mind of Christ, that many churches 
holding communion together, do by their messengers 
meet? to consider (Acts xv. 2, 4, 6, and xxii. 23, 25) 
and give their advice in or about that matter in differ- 
ence, to be reported to all the churches concerned; 
howbeit, these messengers! assembled, are not entrust- 
ed with any church power properly so called; or with 
any jurisdiction over the churches themselves, to exer- 
cise any censures either over any churches or persons; 
or (2 Cor. i. 24; 1 John iv. 1) to imnose their determina- 
tion on the churches, or officers.? 


CHAP. XXVII. 


On the communion of saint 


1. All saints that are united to Jesus Christ their 
Head, by his Spirit and faith, although they are not made 
thereby one person with him, have (1 John i. 3; John 
i. 16; Phil. iii. 10; Rom. vi. 5, 6) fellowship in his graces, 


Te icaneasynodeor. COUNCIL 
Savoy Conf.] 

1 [Synods:” Savoy Conf.) 

2 [The divines of Savoy 
have appended to the West- 
minster Confession a leng- 
thened statement of their 
views on Church polity. A 
portion is adonted in the 
bantist confession now before 
us. The cmissions are strik- 


ing. Among them is a para- 
graph affirming, that a 
church, in which there hap- 
pens to be no teaching offi- 
cers, cannot enjoy the ad- 
ministration of the seals, nor 
can it “authorise any so to 
do.” The whole of the propo- 
sitions may be seen in Han- 
bury’s Hist. Mem. iii. pp. 54 
—548. ] 
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sufferings, death, resurrection, and glory; and being 
united to one another in love, they (Eph. iv. 15, 16; 1 
Cor. xii. 7; 1 Cor. iii. 21, 22, 23) have communion in 
each other’s gifts and graces, and are obliged to the per- 
formance of such duties, public and private, in an or- 
derly way (1 Thess. v. 11, 14; Rom. i. 12; 1 John iii. 17, 
18; Gal. vi. 10), as do conduce to their mutual good, both 
in the inward and outward man. 

2. Saints by profession are bound to maintain an 
holy fellowship and communion in the worship of God, 
and in performing such other spiritual services (Heb. x. 
24, 25; with ch. iii. 12, 13) as tend to their mutual edifi- 
cation; as also in relieving each other in (Acts xii. 29, 
30) outward things, according to their several abilities 
and necessities; which communion, according to the rule 
of the gospel, though especially to be exercised by them, 
in the relations wherein they stand, whether in (Eph. 
vi. 4) families, or (1 Cor. xii. 14—27) churches, yet, as 
God offereth opportunity, is to be extended to all the 
household of faith, even all those who in every place 
call upon the name of the Lord Jesus; nevertheless their 
communion one with another as saints, doth not take 
away or (Acts v. 4; Eph. iv. 28) infringe the title or pro- 
priety which each man hath in his goods and posses- 
sions. 


CHAP. XXVIII 
Of baptism and the Lord’s supper.? 
1. Baptism and the Lord’s supper are ordinances 


of positive and sovereign institution, appointed by the 


3 [“Of the sacraments.” West. and Savoy Conf.] 
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Lord Jesus, the only lawgiver, to be continued in his 
church (Matt. xxviii. 19, 20; 1 Cor. xi. 26) to the end of 
the world. 

2. These holy appointments are to be admini- 
stered by those only who are qualified, and thereunto 
called, according (Matt. xxviii. 19; 1 Cor. iv. 1) to the 
commission of Christ.4 


CHAP. XXIX. 
Of baptism. 


1. Baptism is an ordinance of the New Testament, 
ordained by Jesus Christ to be unto the party baptized 
a sign of his fellowship with him in his death (Rom. 
vi. 3, 4, 5; Col. ii. 12; Gal. iii. 27) and resurrection; 
of his being engrafted into him; of (Mark i. 4; Acts 
XXvi. 16) remission of sins; and of his (Rom. vi. 2, 4) 
giving up unto God, through Jesus Christ, to live and 
walk in newness of life. 

2. Those who do actually profess (Mar. xvi. 16; 
Acts viii. 36, 37) repentance towards God, faith in and 
obedience to our Lord Jesus, are the only proper sub- 
jects of this ordinance. 

3. The outward element to be used in this ordi- 


firm our interest in him, and 
solemnly to engage us to the 
service of God in Christ ac- 
cording to his word.’ The 
Westminster Confession de- 


4 [This article is framed on 
the 27th Article of the Con- 
fession of 1676. It will suf- 
fice to quote the first sentence 
of the Savoy Confession : — 


“Sacraments are holy signs 
and seals of the covenant of 
grace, immediately instituted 
by Christ to represent him 
and his benefits; and to con- 


fines the object of sacra- 
ments to be, “to nut a visible 
difference between those 
that belong unto the church, 
and the rest of the world.”] 
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nance (Matt. xxviii. 19, 20, with Acts viii. 38) is water, 
wherein the party is to be baptized in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.® 


4. Immersion, or dipping of the person (Matt. iii. 
16; John iii. 23) in water, is necessary to the due ad- 
ministration of this ordinance.® 


CHAP. XXX. 


Of the Lord’s supper. 


1. The supper of the Lord Jesus was instituted by 
him the same night wherein he was betrayed, to be 
observed in his churches unto the end of the world, 
for the perpetual remembrance, and showing forth the 
sacrifice of himself in his death, (1 Cor. ix. 23, 24, 25, 
26) confirmation of the faith of believers in all the 
benefits thereof,’ their spiritual nourishment and 
growth in him, their further engagement in and to all 
duties which they owe unto him, (1 Cor. x. 16, 17, 21) 


and to be a bond and pledge of their communion with 
him and with each other. 


2. In this ordinance® Christ is not offered up to 


5 [“Wherewith the party.... tually profess faith in and 
by a minister of the gospel Obedience unto Christ, but 
lawfully called.” West. and also infants of one or both 
Savoy Conf.] believing parents are to be 

6 [The West. and Savoy baptized; and those only.”] 
Confessions say : — “3. Dip- pve ; 
ping of the person into the it The sealing, of all; be- 
water is not necessary: but peliss thereof unto true be- 
baptism is rightly adminis- lievers.” West. and Savoy 
tered by pouring or sprinkling ©OMf-1 
water upon the person.: 4. 8 [“Sacrament:” West. and 
Not only those that do ac- Savoy Conf.] 
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his Father, nor any real sacrifice made at all, for remis- 
sion of sin of the quick or dead, but only a memoriai of 
that (Heb. ix. 25, 26, 28) one offering up of himself 
by himself upon the cross, once for all; and a spiritual 
oblation of all (1 Cor. xi. 24; Matt. xxvi. 26, 27) possible 
praise unto God for the same. So that the popish sa- 
crifice of the mass (as they call it) is most abominable, 
injurious to Christ’s own only sacrifice, the alone pro- 
pitiation for all the sins of the elect. 


3. The Lord Jesus hath, in this ordinance, appoint- 
ed his ministers to pray, and bless the elements of 
bread and wine, and thereby to set them apart from a 
common to an holy use, and to take and break the bread; 
to take the cup (1 Cor. xi. 23, 24, 25, 26, &c.), and (they 
communicating also themselves) to give both to the 
communicants. 


4. The denial of the cup to the people, worshipping 
the elements, the lifting them up, or carrying them 
about for adoration, and reserving them for any pre- 
tended religious use (Matt. xxvi. 26, 27, 28; Matt. xv. 
9; Exod. xx. 4, 5,) are all contrary to the nature of 
this ordinance, and to the institution of Christ. 

5. The outward elements in this ordinance, duly 
set apart to the uses ordained by Christ, have such 
relation to him crucified, as that truly, although in 
terms used figuratively,! they are sometimes called by 
the name of the things they represent, to wit, the (1 
Cor. xi. 27) body and blood of Christ, albeit in sub- 
stance and nature they still remain truly and only (1 Cor. 
xi. 26; and v. 28) bread and wine as they were before. 


1 [“As that truly. yet sacramentally only” &c. West. and 
Savoy Contf.] 
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6. That doctrine which maintains a change of the 
substance of bread and wine, into the substance of 
Christ’s body and blood (commonly called transubstan- 
tiation) by consecration of a priest, or by any other way, 
is repugnant not to scripture (Acts iii. 21, Luke xxiv. 6; 
and v. 39) alone, but even to common sense and reason, 
overthroweth the (1 Cor. xi. 24, 25) nature of the 
ordinance, and hath been and is the cause of manifold 
superstitions, yea, of gross idolatries. 

7. Worthy receivers, outwardly partaking of ie 
visible elements in this ordinance, do then also inwardly 
by faith, really and indeed, yet not carnally and corpo- 
rally, but spiritually receive, and feed upon Christ cru- 
cified (1 Cor. x. 16; xi. 23—26), and all the benefits of 
his death; the body and blood of Christ being then not 
corporally or carnally, but spiritually present to the 
faith of believers in that ordinance, as the elements 
themselves are to their outward senses. 

8. All ignorant and ungodly persons, as they are 
unfit to enjoy communion (2 Cor. vi. 14, 15) with Christ, 
so are they unworthy of the Lord’s table, and cannot, 
without great sin against him, while they remain such, 
partake of these holy mysteries (1 Cor. xi. 29; Matt. vii. 
6), or be admitted thereunto; yea, whosoever shall re- 
ceive unworthily, are guilty of the body and blood of 
the Lord, eating and drinking judgment to themselves. 


CHAP. XXXI. 


Of the state of man after death, and of the resurrection 
of the dead. 


1. The bodies of men after death return to dust 
(Gen. iii. 19; Acts xiii. 36) and see corruption; but their 
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souls, (which neither die nor sleep) having an immortal 
subsistence, immediately (Eccl. xii. 7) return to God 
who gave them: the souls of the righteous, being then 
made perfect in holiness, are received into paradise, 
where they are with Christ, and behold? the face of God, 
in light (Luke xxiii. 43; 2 Cor. v. 1, 6, 8; Phil. i. 23; Heb. 
xii. 23) and glory, waiting for the full redemption of 
their bodies; and the souls of the wicked are cast into 
hell, where they remain in torment and utter darkness, 
reserved to (Jude 6, 7; 1 Pet. iii. 19; Luke xvi. 23, 24) 
the judgment of the great day; besides these two places 
for souls separated from their bodies, the scripture 
acknowledgeth none. 

2. At the last day, such of the saints as are found 
alive® shall not sleep, but be (1 Cor. xv. 51, 52; 1 Thess. 
iv. 17) changed; and all the dead shall be raised up with 
the selfsame bodies, and (Job xix. 26, 27) none other; 
although with different (1 Cor. xv. 42, 43) qualities, 
which shall be united again to their souls for ever. 

3. The bodies of the unjust shall, by the power 
of Christ, be raised to dishonour; the bodies of the just, 
by his Spirit, unto honour (Acts xxiv. 15; John v. 28, 
29; Phil. iii. 21) and be made conformable to his own glo- 
rious body. 


CHAP. XXXII. 
Of the last judgment. 
1. God hath appointed a day wherein he will judge 


the world in righteousness, by (Acts xvii. 31; John v. 


2 [“Are received into the Conf.] 
highest heavens, where they 3 [“Of the saints:” omitted 
bethold,”’ &c. West. and Savoy in West. and Savoy Conf.] 
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22, 27) Jesus Christ, to whom all power and judgment 
is given of the Father; in which day not only the (1 Cor. 
vi. 3; Jude 6) apostate angels shall be judged, but like- 
wise all persons that have lived upon the earth shall 
appear before the tribunal of Christ, (2 Cor. v. 10; 
Eccles. xii. 14; Matt. xii. 36; Rom. xiv. 10, 12; Matt. xxv. 
32, &c.) to give an account of their thoughts, words, and 
deeds, and to receive according to what they have done 
in the body, whether good or evil. 


2. The end of God’s appointing this day, is for 
the manifestation of the glory of his mercy, in the eter- 
nal salvation of the elect; (Rom. ix. 22, 23) and of his 
justice, in the eternal damnation of the reprobate, who 
are wicked and disobedient; for then shall the righteous 
go into everlasting life, and receive that fulness of joy 
and glory, with everlasting reward, in the presence 
(Matt. xxv. 21, 34; 2 Tim. iv. 8) of the Lord: but the 
wicked, who know not God and obey not the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, shall be cast into eternal torments, and 
(Matt. xxv. 46; Mark ix. 48; 2 Thess. i. 7—10) punished 
with everlasting destruction, from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his power. 


3. As Christ would have us to be certainly per- 
suaded that there shall be a day of judgment, both (2 
Cor. v. 10, 11) to deter all men from sin, and for the 
greater (2 Thess. i. 3, 6, 7) consolation of the godly in 
their adversity, so will he have that day unknown to 
men, that they may shake off all carnal security, and 
be always watchful, because they know not at what 
hour the (Mark xiii. 35—37; Luke xiii. 35, 36) Lord 
will come, and may ever be prepared to say, (Rev. xxii. 
20), Come, Lord Jesus; come quickly. Amen. 
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AN APPENDIX. 


WHOSOEVER reads and impartially considers what 
we have in our foregoing confession declared, may rea- 
dily perceive that we do not only concentre with all 
other true Christians on the word of God (revealed in 
the scriptures of truth), as the foundation and rule of our 
faith and worship; but that we have also industriously 
endeavoured to manifest, that in the fundamental arti- 
cles of Christianity we mind the same things, and have 
therefore expressed our belief in the same words that 
have on the like occasion been spoken by other societies 
of Christians before us. 


This we have done, that those who are desirous to 
know the principles of religion which we hold and prac- 
tise may take an estimate from ourselves (who jointly 
concur in this work), and may not be misguided, either 
by undue reports, or by the ignorance or errors of par- 
ticular persons, who going under the same name with 
ourselves, may give an occasion of scandalizing the truth 
we profess. 


And although we do differ from our brethren who 
are paedobaptists, in the subject and administration of 
baptism, and such other circumstances as have a neces- 
sary dependence on our observance of that ordinance, 
and do frequent our own assemblies for our mutual edi- 
fication, and discharge of those duties and services 
which we owe unto God, and, in his fear, to each other; 
yet we would not be from hence misconstrued, as if the 
discharge of our own consciences herein did any ways 
disoblige, or alienate our affections or conversations 
from any others that fear the Lord; but that we may and 
do, as we have opportunity, participate of the labours 
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of those whom God hath endued with abilities above 
ourselves, and qualified and called to the ministry of 
the word, earnestly desiring to approve ourselves to be 
such as follow after peace with holiness; and therefore 
we always keep that blessed Irenicum, or healing word 
of the apostle before our eyes; If in any thing ye be 
otherwise minded, God shail reveal even this unto you: 
nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us 
walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing, 
Philp it. bo, L6c 

Let it not therefore be judged of us, (because much 
hath been written on this subject, and yet we continue 
this our practice different from others) that it is out 
of obstinacy; but rather, as the truth is, that we do 
herein, according to the best of our understandings, 
worship God out of a pure mind, yielding obedience to 
his precept, in that method which we take to be most 
agree able to the scriptures of truth and primitive prac- 
tice. 

It would not become us to give any such intima- 
tion as should carry a semblance that what we do in the 
service of God is with a doubting conscience, or with 
any such temper of mind, that we do thus for the pre- 
sent witha reservation that we will do otherwise here- 
after upon more mature deliberation; nor have we any 
cause so to do, being fully persuaded that what we do 
is agreeable to the will of God. Yet we do heartily pro- 
pose this, that if any of the servants of our Lord Jesus 
shall, in the spirit of meekness, attempt to convince us 
of any mistake, either in judgment or practice, we shall 
diligently ponder his arguments, and account him our 
chiefest friend that shall be an instrument to convert us 
from any error that is in our ways, for we cannot wit- 
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tingly do any thing against the truth, but all things for 
the truth. 

And therefore we have endeavoured seriously to 
consider what hath been already offered for our satis- 
faction in this point; and are loth to say any more, lest 
we should be esteemed desirous of renewed contests 
thereabout; yet, forasmuch as it may justly be expected 
that we show some reason why we cannot acquiesce in 
what hath been urged against us, we shall, with as much 
brevity as may consist with plainness, endeavour to sat- 
isfy the expectation of those that shall peruse what 
we now publish in this matter also. 

1. As to those Christians who consent with us, 
that repentance from dead works and faith towards God 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, is required in persons to be 
baptized; and do therefore supply the defect of the in- 
fant (being incapable of making confession of either) by 
others, who do undertake these things for it. Although 
we do find by church history that this hath been a very 
ancient practice, yet considering that the same scrip- 
ture (Rom. xiv. 4, 10, 12, 23) which does caution us 
against censuring our brother, with whom we shall all 
stand before the judgment-seat of Christ, does also in- 
struct us, that overy one of us shall give an account of 
himself to God, and whatsoever is not of faith is sin; 
therefore we cannot for our own parts be persuaded in 
our own minds to build such a practice as this upon an 
unwritten tradition; but do rather choose, in all points 
of faith and worship, to have recourse to the holy scrip- 
tures for the information of our judgment and regula- 
tion of our practice; being well assured that a conscien- 
tious attending thereto is the best way to prevent and 
rectify our defects and errors. 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. And 
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if any such case happen to be debated between Cnrist- 
ians, wich is not plainly determinable by the scriptuves, 
we think it safest to leave such things undecided, uniil 
the second coming of our Lord Jesus: as they did in 
the church of old, until there should arise a priest with 
Urim and Thummim, that might certainly inform them 
of the mind of God thereabout. Ezra ii. 62, 63. 

2. As for those our Christian brethren, who do 
ground their arguments for infants baptism, upon a pre- 
sumed foederal holiness or church membership, we con- 
ceive they are deficient in this—that albeit this cove- 
nant holiness and membership should be as is supposed, 
in reference unto the infants of believers, yet no com- 
mand for infant baptism does immediately and directly 
result from such a quality or relation. 

All instituted worship receives its sanction from 
the precept, and is to be thereby governed in all the 
necessary circumstances thereof. 


So it was in the covenant that God made with 
Abraham and his seed, the sign whereof was appro- 
priated only to the male, notwithstanding that the fe- 
male seed, as well as the male, were comprehended in 
the covenant and part of the church of God; neither 
was this sign to be affixed to any male infant till he 
was eight days old, albeit he was within the covenant 
from the first moment of his life; nor could the danger 
of death, or any other supposed necessity, warrant the 
circumcising of him before the set time, nor was there 
any cause for it; the commination of being cut off fiom 
his people being only upon the neglect or contempt 
of the precept. 

Righteous Lot was nearly related to Abraham in 
the flesh, and contemporary with him, when this cov- 
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enant was made; yet inasmuch as he did not descend 
from his loins, nor was of his household family (al- 
though he was of the same household of faith with A- 
braham), yet neither Lot himself nor any of his posterity 
(because of their descent from him) were signed with 
the signature of this covenant that was made with A- 
braham and his seed. 

This may suffice to show that where there was 
both an express covenant and a sign thereof, such a 
covenant as did separate the persons with whom it was 
made and all their offspring from all the rest of the 
world, as a people holy unto the Lord, and did consti- 
tute them the visible church of God (though not com- 
prehensive of all the faithful in the world), yet the sign 
of this covenant was not affixed to all the persons that 
were within this covenant, nor to any of them till the 
prefixed season; nor to other faithful servants of God 
that were not of descent from Abraham. And, conse- 
quently, that it depends purely upon the will of the 
lawgiver to determine what shall be the sign of his 
covenant, unto whom, at what season, and upon what 
terms it shall be affixed. 

If our brethren do suppose baptism to be the seal 
of the covenant which God makes with every believer 
(of which the scriptures are altogether silent), it is 
not our concern to contend with them herein; yet we 
conceive the seal of that covenant is the indwelling of 
the Spirit of Christ in the particular and individual 
persons in whom he resides, and nothing else. Neither 
do they or we suppose that baptism is in any such 
manner substituted in the place of circumcision, as 
to have the same (and no other) latitude, extent, or 
terms than circumcision had. For that was suited only 
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for the male children: baptism is an ordinance suited 
for every believer, whether male or female. That ex- 
tended to all the males that were born in Abraham's 
house, or bought with his money, equally with the maies 
that proceeded from his own loins; but baptism is not 
so far extended in any true Christian church that we 
know of, as to be administered to all the poor infidel 
servants that the members thereof purchase for their 
service, and introduce into their families, nor to the 
children born of them in their house. 

But we conceive the same parity of reasoning may 
hold for the ordinance of baptism as for that of cir- 
cumcision (Exod. xii. 49), viz., one law for the stranger 
as for the home-born. If any desire to be admitted to 
all the ordinances and privileges of God’s house, the 
door is open; upon the same terms that any one person 
was ever admitted to all or any of those privileges that 
belong to the Christian church, may all persons of 
right challenge the like admission. 

As for that text of scripture (Rom. iv. 11), He 
received circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of 
the faith, which he had yet being uncircumcised; we 
conceive, if the apostle’s scope in that place be duly 
attended to, it will appear that no argument can be 
taken from thence to enforce infant baptism. And 
forasmuch as we find a full and fair account of those 
words given by the learned Dr. Lightfoot (a man not 
to be suspected of partiality in this controversy), in his 
Hor. Hebrai. on the 1 Cor. vii. 19, p. 42, 43, we shall 
transcribe his words at large, without any comment of 
our own upon them. 

And after the doctor hath represented divers ver- 
sions of the words, agreeing for the most part in sense 
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with that which we have in our bibles, he thus pro- 


ceeds - == 


Circumcision is nothing, if 
we respect the time, for now 
it was without use, that end 
of it being especially fulfilled 
for which it had been insti- 
tuted: this end the apostle 
declares in these words, Rom. 
iv. 11, sphragida, &c. But I 
fear that by most transla- 
tions they are not sufficient- 
ly suited do the end of cir- 
cumcision and the scope of 
the apostle, whilst something 
of their own is by them in- 
serted. 

Other versions are to the 
Same purpose; as if circum- 
cision was given to Abraham 
for a seal of that righteous- 
ness which he had, being yet 
uncircumcised, which we will 
not deny to be in some sense 
true; but we believe that 
circumcision had chiefly a 
far different respect. 

Give me leave thus to 
render the words: — And 
he received the sign of cir- 
cumcision, a seal of the 
righteousness of faith, which 
was to bein the uncir- 
cumcision. Which was to be 
(I say), not which had been; 
not that which Abrahain 
had whilst he was yet uncir- 
cumcised, but that which his 
uncircumcised seed should 


have, that is, the Gentiles, 
who in time to come should 
imitate the faith of Abrahain. 
Now consider well on what 
occasion circumcision was 
instituted unto Abraham, set- 
ting before thine eyes the 
history thereof. Gen. xvii. 
This promise is first made 
unto him, Thou shalt be 
the father of many nations 
(in what sense the apostle 
explaineth in that chapter), 
and then there is subjoined 
a double seal for the confir- 
mation of the things, to wit, 
the change of the name A- 
bram into Abraham, and the 
institution of circumcision 
ver. 4, Behold, as for me, my 
covenant is with thee, and 
thou shalt be the father of 
many nations. Wherefore was 
his name called Abraham? 
For the sealing of his prom- 
ise.Thou shalt be the father 
of many nations. And Where- 
fore was circumcision insti- 
tuted to him? For the seal- 
ing of the same _ promise. 
Thou shalt be the father of 
many nations. So that this 
is the sense of the apostle, 
most agreeable to the insti- 
tution of circumcision; he 
received the sign of circum- 
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cision, a seal of the right- 
eousness of faith, which in 
time to come the uncircum- 
cision (or the Gentiles) 
should have and obtain. 
Abraham had a_ twofold 
seed, natural, of the Jews; 
and, faithful, of the believing 
Gentiles: his natural seed 
was signed with the sign of 
circumcision, first, indeed, 
for the distinguishing of 
them from all other nations, 


the seed of Abraham, but 
especially for the memorial 
of the justification of the 
Gentiles by faith, when at 
length they should become his 
seed. Therefore, circumcision 
was of right to cease when 
the Gentiles were brought 
into the faith, forasmuch as 
then it had obtained its last 
and chief end, and thence- 
forth circumcision is noth- 
ing. 


whilst they as yet were not 


Thus far he, which we earnestly desire may be 
seriously weighed, for we plead not his authority, but 
the evidence of truth in his words. 

3. Of whatsoever nature the holiness of the chil- 
dren, mentioned (1 Cor. vii. 12), be, yet they who 
do conclude that all such children (whether infants, or 
of riper years), have from hence an immediate right 
to baptism, do as We conceive, put more into the con- 
clusion than will be found in the premises. 

For although we do not determine positively con- 
cerning the apostles’ scope in the holiness here men- 
tioned, so as to say, it is this, or that, and no other 
thing; yet, it is evident, that the apostle does by it de- 
termine not only the lawfulness, but the expedience 
also of a believer’s cohabition with an unbeliever in the 
state of marriage. 

And we do think that, although the apostle’s assert- 
ing of the unbelieving yoke-fellow to be sanctified by 
the believer should carry in it somewhat more than is 
in the bare marriage of two infidels, because although 
the marriage covenant have a divine sanction so as to 
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make the wedlock of two unbelievers a lawful action, 
and their conjunction and cohabition in that respect 
undefiled, yet there might be no ground to suppose 
from thence, that both or either of their persons are 
thereby sanctified; and the apostle urges the cohabi- 
tion of a believer with an infidel in the state of wedlock 
from this ground, that the unbelieving husband is sanc- 
tified by the believing wife; nevertheless, here you 
have the influence of a believer’s faith ascending from 
‘an inferior to a superior relation; from the wife to the 
husband, who is her head, before it can descend to 
their offspring. And, therefore, we say, whatever be 
the nature or extent of the holiness here intended, we 
conceive it cannot convey to the children an immediate 
right to baptism; because it would then be of another 
nature, and of a larger extent, than the root and origi- 
nal from whence it is derived. For it is clear, by the 
apostle’s argument, that holiness cannot be derived to 
the child from the sanctity of one parent only; if either 
father or mather be (in the sense intended by the apostle) 
unholy or unclean, so will the child be also; therefore, 
for the production of a holy seed, it is necessary that 
both the parents be sanctified. And this the apostle 
positively asserts in the first place to be done by the 
believing parent although the other be an unbeliever, 
and then, consequentially, from thence argues, the ho- 
liness of their children. Hence, it follows, that as the 
children have no other holiness than what they derive 
from their parents; so neither can they have any right 
by this holiness to any spiritual privilege, but such 
as both their parents did also partake of; and therefore, 
if the unbelieving parent (though sanctified by the be- 
lieving parent) have not thereby a right to baptism, 
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neither can we conceive that there is any such privilege 
derived to the children by their birth-holiness. 

Besides, if it had been the usual practice in the 
apostles’ days for the father or mother, that did believe, 
to bring all their children with them to be baptized, 
then the holiness of the believing Corinthians’ children 
would not at all have been in question when this epistle 
was written; but might have been argued from their 
passing under that ordinance, which represented their 
new birth, although they had derived no holiness from 
their parents by their birth; and would have lain as an 
exception against the apostle’s inference, else were 
your children unclean, &c. But of the sanctification of 
all the children of every believer by this ordinance, 
or any other way than what is before mentioned, the 
scripture is altogether silent. 

This may be also added, that if this birth-holiness 
do qualify all the children of every believer for the or- 
dinance of baptism; why not for all other ordinances? for 
the Lord’s supper, as was practised for a long time 
together? for if recourse be had to what the scriptures 
speak generally of this subject, it will be found that the 
same qualities which do entitle any person to baptism, 
do so also for the participation of all the ordinances and 
privileges of the house of God that are common to all 
believers. 

Whosoever can and does interrogate his good 
conscience towards God, when he is baptized (as every 
one must do that makes it to himself a sign of salvation), 
is capable of doing the same thing in every other act 
of worship that he performs. 

4. The arguments and inferences that are usually 
brought for or against infant baptism, from those few 
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instances which the scriptures afford us of whole fam- 
ilies being baptized, are only conjectural, and therefore 
cannot of themselves be conclusive on either hand; yet 
in regard most that treat on this subject of infant bap- 
tism do (as they conceive) improve these instances to 
the advantage of their argument, we think it meet (in 
like manner, as in the cases before mentioned, so in 
this) to shew the invalidity of such inferences. 
Cornelius worshipped God with all his house. The 
jailor and Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagoguc 
believed God with each of their houses. The household 
of Stephanus addicted themselves to the ministry of 
the saints: so that thus far worshipping and believing 
runs parallel with baptism. And if Lydia had been a 
married person when she believed, it is probable her 
husband would also have been named by the apostle, 
as in like cases, inasmuch as he would have been not 
only a part, but the head of that baptized household. 
Who can assign any probable reason why the apostle 
should make mention of four or five households being 
baptized and no more? or why he does so often vary in 
the method of his salutations (Rom. i. 6), sometimes 
mentioning only particular persons of great note, other 
times such and the church in their house? the saints 
that were with them; and them belonging to Narcissus, 
who were in the Lord; thus saluting either whole fam- 
ilies, or part of families, or only particular persons 
in families, considered as they were in the Lord. For 
if it had been a usual practice to baptize all children 
with their parents, there were then many thousands 
of the Jews which believed, and a great number of the 
Gentiles, in most of the principal cities in the world, 
and among so many thousands, it is more than propa- 
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ble there would have been some thousands of house- 
holds baptized; why then should the apostle in this 
respect signalize one family of the Jews and three or 
four of the Gentiles, as particular instances in a case 
that was common? Whoever supposes that we do wilfully 
debar our children from the benefit of any promise 
or privilege that of right belongs to the children of 
believing parents, they do entertain over-severe 
thoughts of us. To be without natural affections is one of 
the characters of the worst of persons in the worst of 
times. We do freely confess ourselves guilty before 
the Lord, in that we have not with more circumspection 
and diligence trained up those that relate to us in the 
fear of the Lord; and do humbly and earnestly pray, 
that our omissions herein may be remitted, and that 
they may not redound to the prejudice of ourselves or 
any of ours; but with respect to that duty that is incum- 
bent on us, we acknowledge ourselves obliged by the 
precepts of God to bring up our children in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord, to teach them his fear, 
both by instruction and example; and should we set 
light by this precept, it would demonstrate that we 
are more vile than the unnatural heathen, that like not 
to retain God in their knowledge; our baptism might 
then be justly accounted as no baptism to us. 

There are many special promises that do encourage 
us, aS well as precepts that do oblige us to the close 
pursuit of our duty herein; that God whom we serve, 
being jealous of his worship, threatens the visit- 
ing of the father’s transgression upon the children, 
to the third and fourth generation of them that hate 
him; yet does more abundantly extend his mercy, even 
to thousands (respecting the offspring and succedinz 
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generations) of them that love him and keep his com- 
mands. 

When our Lord rebuked his disciples, for prohibit- 
ing the access of little children that were brought to 
him that he might pray over them, lay his hands upon 
them, and bless them, [he] does declare, that of such 
is the kingdom of God. And the apostle Peter, in answer 
to their inquiry that desired to know what they must 
do to be saved, does not only instruct them in the 
necessary duty of repentance and baptism, but does 
also thereto encourage them, by that promise which 
had reference both to them and their children. If our 
Lord Jesus in the fore-mentioned place, do not respect 
the qualities of children (as elsewhere) as to their meek- 
ness, humility, and sincerity, and the like, but intend 
also, that those very persons, and such like, appertain 
to the kingdom of God; and if the apostle Peter, in 
mentioning the aforesaid promise, do respect not only 
the present and succeeding generations of those Jews 
that heard him (in which sense the same phrase doth 
occur in scripture), but also the immediate offspring of 
his auditors; whether the promise relate to the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, or of eternal life, or any grace, or 
privilege tending to the obtaining thereof; it is neither 
our concern, nor our interest, to confine mercies and 
promises of God, to a more narrow, or less compass 
than he is pleased graciously to offer and intend them; 
nor to have a light esteem of them; but are obliged in 
duty to God, and affection to our children, to plead 
earnestly with God, and use our utmost endeavours, that 
both ourselves and our offspring may be partakers of his 
mercies and gracious promises. Yet we cannot, from 
either of these texts, collect a sufficient warrant for us 


84 


to baptize our children before they are instructed in 
the principles of the Christian religion. 

For, as to the instance in little children, it seems, 
by the disciples forbidding them, that they were 
brought upon some other account, not so frequent as 
baptism must be supposed to have been, if from the 
beginning believers’ children had been admitted thereto: 
and no account is given whether their parents were 
baptized believers or not. And as to the instance of the 
apostle, if the following words and practice may be 
taken as an interpretation of the scope of that promise, 
we cannot conceive it does refer to infant baptism, be- 
cause the text does presently subjoin, then they that 
gladly received the word were baptized. 

That there were some believing children of believ- 
ing parents in the apostles, days is evident from the 
scriptures, even such as were then in their father’s fam- 
ily, and under their parents’ tuition and education; 
to whom the apostle, in several of his epistles to the 
churches, giveth commands to obey their parents in the 
Lord; and does allure their tender years to hearken to 
this precept, by reminding them that it is the first com- 
mand with promise. 

And it is recorded by him for the praise of Timothy, 
and encouragement of parents, betimes to instruct, and 
children early to attend to godly instruction, that, from 
a child he had known the holy scriptures. 

The apostle John rejoiced greatly when he found 
the children of the elect lady walking in the truth; and 
the children of her elect sister join with the apostle in 
his salutation. 

But that this was not generally so, that all the chil- 
dren of believers were accounted for believers (as they 
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would have been if they had been all baptized), may be 
collected from the character which the apostle gives of 
persons fit to be chosen to eldership in the church, 
which was not common to all believers; among others, 
this is expressly one, viz. if there be any having believ- 
ing or faithful children, not accused of riot, or unruly; 
and we may, from the apostle’s writings on the same 
subject, collect the reason of this qualification, viz. that 
in case the person designed for this office, to teach and 
rule in the house of God, had children capable of it, 
there might be first a proof of his ability, industry, and 
success in this work in his own family, and private capa- 
city, before he was ordained to the exercise of this au- 
thority in the church, in a public capacity, as a bishop 
in the house of God. 

These things we have mentioned, as having a direct 
reference unto the controversy between our brethren 
and us; other things that are more abstruse and prolix, 
which are frequently introduced into this controversy, 
but do not necessarily concern it, we have purposely 
avoided, that the distance between us and our brethren 
may not be by us made more wide; for it is our duty and 
concern, so far as is possible for us (retaining a good 
conscience towards God) to seek a more entire agree- 
ment and reconciliation with them. 

We are not insensible, that as to the order of God’s 
house, and entire communion therein, there are some 
things wherein we (as well as others) are not at a full 
accord among ourselves; as for instance, the known 
principle and state of the consciences of divers of us, 
that have agreed in this confession is such, that we can- 
not hold church communion with any other than bap- 
tized believers, and churches constituted of such; yet 
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some others of us have a greater liberty and freedom in 
our spirits that way; and therefore we have purposely 
omitted the mention of things of that nature, that we 
might concur in giving this evidence of our agreement, 
both among ourselves, and with other good Christians, 
in those important articles of the Christian religion, 
mainly insisted on by us; and this, notwithstanding we 
all esteem it our chief concern, both among ourselves 
and all others that in every place call upon the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours, 
and love him in sincerity, to endeavour to keep the 
unity of the Svirit in the bond of peace; and in order 
thereunto, to exercise all lowliness and meekness, with 
long-suffering, forbearing one another in love. 

And we are persuaded, if the same method were 
introduced into frequent practice between us and our 
Christian friends, who agree with us in all the funda- 
mental articles of the Christian faith (though they do 
not so in the subject and administration of baptism), it 
would soon beget a better understanding and brotherly 
affection between us. 

In the beginning of the Christian church, when the 
doctrine of the baptism of Christ was not universally 
understood, yet those that knew only the baptism of 
John were the discivles of the Lord Jesus, and Apollos 
an eminent minister of the gospel of Jesus. 

In the beginning of the reformation of the Christian 
church, and recovery from that Egyptian darkness 
wherein our forefathers for many generations were held 
in bondage, upon recourse had to the scriptures of 
truth, different aprehensions were conceived, which 
are to this tire continued, concerning the practice of 
this ordinance. 
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Let not our zeal herein be misinterpreted; that God 
whom we serve is jealous of his worship. By his gra- 
cious providence the law thereof is continued amongst 
us; and we are forewarned, by what happened in the 
church of the Jews, that it is necessary for every gen- 
eration, and that frequently in every generation, to 
consult the divine oracle, compare our worship with the 
rule, and take heed to what doctrines we receive and 
practise. 

If the ten commandments exhibited in the popish 
idolatrous service-books had been received as the entire 
law of God, because they agree in number with his ten 
commands, and also in the substance of nine of them, 
the second commandment, forbidding idolatry, had been 
utterly lost. 

If Ezra and Nehemiah had not made a diligen: 
search into the particular parts of God’s law and his 
worship, the feast of tabernacles (which for many cen- 
turies of years had not been duly observed according to 
the institution, though it was retained in the general 
notion, would not have been kept in due order. 

So may it be now as to many things relating to the 
service of God, which do retain the names proper to 
them in their first institution, but yet through inadver- 
tency (where there is no sinister design) may vary in 
their circumstances, from their first institution. And if 
by means of any ancient defection, or of that general 
corruption of the service of God and interruption of 
his true worship and persecution of his servants by the 
anti-christian bishop of Rome, for many generations, 
those who do consult the word of God cannot yet arrive 
at a full and mutual satisfaction among themselves 
what was the practice of the primitive Christian church, 
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in some points relating to the worship of God; yet inas- 
much as these things are not of the essence of Christian- 
ity, but that we agree in the fundamental doctrines 
thereof, we do apprehend there is sufficient ground to 
lay aside all bitterness and prejudice, and in the spirit 
of love and meekness to embrace and own each other 
therein, leaving each other at liberty to perform such 
other services, wherein we cannot concur, apart unto 
God, according to the best of our understanding. 


FINIS. 
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THE PHILADELPHIA BAPTIST CATECHISM 


Question 1. What is it that everyone wants out of life? 
Answer : Happiness 
Scripture: “And whatsoever mine eyes desired | kept 


Scr. 


Scr. 


not from them; | withheld not my heart 

from any joy:’’ — Ecclesiastes 2:10 . 
Where is this happiness to be found? 
In God only. 
“Happy is that people whose God is the Lord.” 
— Psalm 144:15. See alsO Proverbs 16:20; 
Psalm 73:25; Psalm 16:11; Job 36:11 
Why must happiness be found in God? 
Because God created man for His own glory. 
“for | have created him for My glory, | have 
formed him; yea, | have made him.” — Isaiah 
43:7. See also Revelation 4:11; Romans 11:36 
How does this prove that happiness lies only 
in God? 
Because God made man so that he can’t find 
happiness unless he is glorifying God. 
“Whether therefore you eat or drink, or what- 
soever you do, do all to the glory of God.” — 
1 Corinthians 10:31 
“Now therefore listen to Me, O ye children, 
for blessed are they that keep My ways.” — 
Proverbs 8:32 
“For He satisfies the longing soul, and fills 
the hungry soul with goodness.” — Psalm 
107:9 See also Ecclesiastes 2:26, Proverbs 
19:23; Philippians 4:19 

CHAPTER I 

How do we know these things about God and 
about man? 


Scr. 


Ser. 


Because they are revealed by God in His Word, 
The Bible. 

“And that from a child you have known the 
holy scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspi- 
ration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for revroof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness; that the man of God may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good 
works.” — 2 Timothy 3:15 

Has God only revealed Himself in the Bible? 
No, but in nature too. 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament shows His handywork.” — Psalm 
19:1 See also Romans 1:19 

Will these natural works of God give us enough 
knowledge for everlasting happiness? 

No, but they are enough to leave everyone 
without any excuse for sin. 

“For the invisible things of Him from the 
creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even 
His eternal power and Godhead; so that they 
are without excuse.” — Romans 1:20 

Then where can we find that knowledge of God 
which gives everlasting happiness? 

In His Holy Word, The Bible. 

“And that from a child you have known the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise unto salvation through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus.” —'2 Timothy 3:15 

How do we know that the Bible is the Word of 


Ser. 


Q. 10. 


Scr. 
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God? 

God the Holy Spirit is the author of the Bible, 
and He tells us over 2000 times that it is the 
Word of God. 

“For the prophecy came not in old time by 
the will of man: but holy men of God spake as 
they were moved by the Holy Spirit.“ — 2 
Peter 1:21 See also Isaiah 7:3; 2 Samuel 23:2; 
Exodus 20:1; etc. 

Is this the only way we may _ know that the 
Bible is the Word of God? 

No. There are three more ways that we know 
it First, by its godly teaching; Second, hy the 
fact it agrees in all its parts; and Third, the 
Spirit of God Himself witnesses to us within our 
hearts that the Bible is the Word of God. 

“| have yet many things to say unto you, but 
you cannot bear them now. However when He, 
the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you 
into all truth:” - John 16:12-13 See Also Luke 
24:44; John 5:46; 2 Timothy 3:16,17 

Is it all right for men to choose whether or 
not they are to read the Bible? 

No, but God commands everyone to read, to 
hear, and to understand the Bible. 

“and he shall read therein all the days of his 
life: that he may learn to fear the Lord his God, 
to keep al! the words of this law and these 
statutes, to do them:’” — Deuteronomy 17:19 
See also Revelation 1:3; Matthew 24:15 

What are the two most important things the 
Bible teaches us? 

The Bible teaches us to know God, and to know 
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13. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


man. 

“But let him that glories glory in this, that he 
understands and knows Me,” — Jeremiah 9:24 
“Lord, make me to know mine end, and the 
measure of my days, what it is: that | may 
know how frail | am,” — Psalm 39:4 See 
also Psalm 135:5; John 6:45; I Kings 8:38 


CHAPTER II 


What is God? 

God is a Spirit. 

“God is a Spirit,” — John 4:24 

Are there any limits or bounds to God? 
No. 

“Do not | fill heaven and earth? saith the 
Lord.” — Jeremiah 23:24 See also Psalm 
139:7-12; 1 Kings 8:27 

Is there either beginning or end to God? 
No. 

“lam Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the ending, saith the Lord, which is, and 
which was, and which is to come, the AIl- 
mighty.’ — Revelation 1:8 See also Psalm 
90:2; Psalm 45:6 

Is it possible for God to change? 

No. 


“For | am the Lord, | change not.’” — Mal- 
achi 3:6 “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and today, and for ever.” — Hebrews 13:8 
See also James 1:17 

Does anyone know everything? 

Yes, God knows all things. 


Scr. 
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“Thou compassest my path and my lying 
down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 
For there is not a word in my tongue, but, 
lo, O Lord, Thou knowest it altogether.” — 
Psalm 139:3, 4 “lI am God, and there is 
none like Me, declaring the end from the 
beginning, and from ancient times the things 
that are not yet done, saying, My counsel 
shall stand, and | will do all My pleasure:” - 
Isaiah 46:9,10 

Who is all powerful? 

God is all powerful 

“lam the Almighty God,” — Genesis 17:1 
“He doeth according to His will in the army 
of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the 
earth, and none can stay His hand, or say 
unto Him, What cloest Thou?”” — Daniel 4:35 
Who is pure and holy? 

God is pure and holy. 

“Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, 
and canst not look on iniquity.” — Habakkuk 
1:13 See also Exodus 15:11; Psalm 111:9; 
Isaiah 6:3; 1 Samuel 2:2 

Who is the Just One? 

God is just. 

“He is the Rock, His work is perfeci: for all 
His ways are judgment: a God of truth 
and without iniquity, just and right is He” 
— Deuteronomy 32:4 See also Psalm 
89:14 

Who only is good? 

God only is good. 

“And Jesus said unto him, Why do you call 
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Me good? there is none good but One, that 
is, God.” — Mark 10:18 See also Psalm 
145:7-9 

Who only is true? 

“And this is life eternal, that they might 
know Thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom Thou hast sent.” — John 17:3 
See Romans 3:4; Psalm 86:15 

Who is love? 

God is love. 

“He that loves not knows not God; for God 
is love.” — 1 John 4:38 

Who is great in mercy. 

God is great in mercy. 

“Who is a God like unto Thee, that pardons 
iniquity, and passes by the transgression of 
His heritage? He retains not His anger for 
ever, because He delights in mercy.” — 
Micah 7:18 See also Psalm 136; Ephesians 
2:4 

Where does God stay? 

God is everywhere. 

“Can any hide himself in secret places that 
I shall not see him? saith the Lord. Do not 
I fill heaven and earth? saith the Lord.“” — 
Jeremiah 23:24 See also Acts 17:27, 28; 
Psalm 139:7-12 

Are there more gods than one? 


There is only one God, the living and true 
God. 

The Lord our God is one Lord.” — Deuter- 
onomy 6:4 “But the Lord is the true God, 
He is the living God, and an everlasting 
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King: — Jeremiah 10:10 See also Isaiah 
45:21 

Why then do we hear of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit? 

These are three persons in the Godhead, but 
they are but one God. 

“Go ye therefore, and teach ali nations, bap- 
tizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost;’” — Mat- 
thew 28:19 “I and My Father are one.” — 
John 10:30 See also 2 Corinthians 13:14; 
1 Peter 1:2 

Is not one of these three Persons the 
strongest and best? 

No. They are the same in their being, and 
equal in their power and glory. 

“One God, the Father, of whom are ail 
things.” — 1 Corinthians 8:6 “By Him (Jesus 
Christ) were all things created,” — Colos- 
sians 1:16 “The Spirit of God has made me, 
and the breath of the Almighty has given me 
life.” — Job 33:4 


CHAPTER II 


Does the Bible tell us what these three Per- 
sons did before the world began? 

The Bible tells us about God’s election be- 
fore the foundation of the world. 
“According as He has chosen us in Him be- 
fore the foundation of the world, that we 
should be holy and without blame before 
Him in love:’’ — Ephesians 1:4 


When did God decide to do this? 


Ser. 


Ser. 


God decided all things at one time, whether 
past, present, or things to come. 

“Who verily was foreordained before the 
foundation of the world, but was manifest 
in these last times for you.” — 1 Peter 1:20 
See also Revelation 13:8; 2 Timothy 1:9; 2 
Thessalonians 2:13 

How do we know that God decided all things 
at one time? 

Because God says that He never changes, 
and that He is perfect. 

“lam the Lord, | change not.’ — Malachi 3:6 
“Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Fatner 
who is in heaven is perfect.’ — Matthew 5:48 
How does this prove that God decided all 
things at one time? 

Because God would have to change His mind 
if He decided one thing one time and 
something else another time. If He changed 
for the better, He would prove He was no 
perfect God at all. If He changed for the 
worse, He no longer would be perfect. 
“Every geod gift and every perfect gift is 
from above, and comes down from the 
Father of lights, with whom is no varia- 
bleness, neither shadow of turning’. — 
James 1:17 See also 1 Samuel 15:29; 
Hebrews 13:8 

Did God then decide all things and predes- 
tinate them to come to pass according to His 
own purpose? 

Yes, He ordained everything exactly as it 
was to be. 


Scr. 


Scr. 
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“Having predestinated us unto the adoption 
of children by Jesus Christ to Himself, 
according to the good pleasure of His will, 
— Ephesians 1:5 “being predestinated ac- 
cording to the purpose of Him who works all 
things after the counsel of His own will;’”’ — 
Ephesians 1:11 See See also Isaiah 46:10 
Did He, even before the foundation of the 
world, ordain some to eternal life? 

Yes, His elect were chosen before the foun- 
dation of the world. 

“Kho has saved us, and called us with an 
holy calling, not according to our works, but 
according to His own purpose and grace, 
which was given us in Christ Jesus before 
the world began.” See also: Revelation 13:8; 
17:8; Ephesians 1:4; Romans 8:29; Acts 13:48 
“As many as were ordained to eternal life 
believed.” 

Did God also ordain some to. everlasting 
condemnation? 

CS - 

“For there are certain’ men crept in una- 
wares, who were before of old ordained to 
his condemnation,” — Jude 4 

Did God foresee that some would believe, 
and then predestinate them to eternal life? 
No, by no means, but God has mercy on 
whomsoever He will. 

"So then it is not of him that wills, nor of 
him that runs, but of God that shows 
Mercy, and whom He will He hardens.” — 
Romans 9:16, 18 See also Verses 11 and 13. 
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How does anyone know that he is one of 
God’s elect? 
He cannot know until he is called away from 
the love of sin, until he has the true faith, 
shows that he has the Spirit of Christ. 
“Now if any man have not the Spirit of 
Christ, he is none of His.” — Romans 8:9 
See also 1 Thessalonians 1:3, 4; 2 Thessa- 
lonians 2:13 
How did God bring to pass the things He had 
ordained? 
By His work of creation, and by His work 
of providence. 
“Thy faithfulness is unto all generations; 
Thou hast estabilished the earth, and it a- 
bides They continue this day according to 
Thine ordinances: for all are Thy servants.” 
Psalm 119:90,91 See also Genesis 1; Isaiah 
43:7 

CHAPTER. IV. 
What is the work of creation? 
The work of creation is God making all 
things out of nothing. 
“Through faith we understand that the 
worlds were framed by the word of God, so 
that things which are seen were not made 
of things which do appear.” — Hebrews 
11:3 See also Romans 4:17 
How did God do this? 
By the word of His power, in six days 
“And God said, Let there be light: and there 
was light.” — Genesis 1:3 “For God, who 
commanded the light to shine out of dark: 
ness, has shined in our hearts to give the 
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light of the knowledge of the glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ.” — 2 Corinthians 
4:7 See also Genesis 1:31; Exodus 20:11 
When did God create man? 

Nearly 6000 years ago. 

How did God make man? 

God made man out of dust, after His own 
image. 

“And the Lord God formed man of the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living 
soul.”’ - Genesis 2:7 See also Genesis 1:26 
In what way was this man made after the 
image of God? 

The zirst man was like God in knowledge, in 
holiness and in righteousness. 

“And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 
and that ye put on the new man, which after 
God is created in righteousness and true 
holiness.” — Ephesians 4:23,24 “But of Him 
are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and_ righteousness, and 
redemption:” — 1 Corinthians 1:30 

What were the names of the first man and 
woman? 

Adam and Eve. 

“And Adam «allied his wife’s name Eve”; — 
Genesis 3:20 


CHAPTER V 


How do we know that God’s creation is ruled 
by His providence? 
The Bible tells us so, and all our experience 
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tells us this also. 

“The Lord has prepared His throne in the 
heavens; and His kingdom rules over all.” 
— Psalm 103:19 See also Isaiah 45:7 

Is there anything that happens to men 
which could be called luck, chance or fate? 
No 

“f& man’s heart devises his way: but the Lord 
directs his steps.” — Proverbs 16:9 See 
also Isaiah 45:7,13; Proverbs 16:1, 4; 21:1. 
After man was created, could he provide for 
himself without God’s power? 

No, men cannot live without God, because 
his every breath comes from God 

“and the God in whose hand your breath is, 
and whose are all your ways, you have not 
glorified.” — Daniel 5:23 See also Isaiah 
42:5; Hebrews 1:3; Colessians 1:17 

Didn’t God give man power to exist of 
himself? 

No, a man consists and is upheld by God’s 
power every moment. 

“and upholding all things by the word of 
His power,’ — Hebrews 1:3 

See also Colossians 1:17; Acts 17:25 

Does God provide for each of His creatures 
by miracles? 

No, but God has provided means by which 
men and animals take care of themselves. 
“And God blessed them, and God said unto 
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replen- 
ish the earth, and subdue it; and have do- 
minion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over every living 
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thing that moves upon the earth.” — Gen- 
esis 1:28 

Does God always provide all things equal 
to all men? 

No, but God provides according to the good 
pleasure of His own will. 

“‘lt was said unto her, The elder shall serve 
the younger. As it is written, Jacob have | 
loved, but Esau have | hated.” — Romans 
9:12, 13 See also Romans 9:16, 13, 21, John 
17:9; 2 Kings 8:1 

Did God withhold anything from Adam? 
No, God gave Adam everything he needed. 
“And God blessed them, and God said unto 
them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replen- 
ish the earth, and subdue it; and have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over every living 
thing that moves upon the earth. And God 
said, Behold, | have given you every herb 
bearing seed... and every tree, etc.” — Ge- 
nesis 1:28,29 See also Genesis 2:18 

Where did Adam and Eve live? 

In a paradise called the Garden of Eden 
“And the Lord God planted a_ garden 
eastward in Eden; and there He put the man 
whom He had formed.” — Genesis 2:8 
Were Adam and Eve permitted to eat of 
every tree in the garden? 

No, He allowed them to eat of every one but 
one. 

“And the Lord God commanded the man, 
saying, Of every tree of the garden you may 
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freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, you shall not eat of it:’’ — 
Genesis 2:16,17 

Why did God forbid them to eat of the tree 
of knowledge of good and evil? 

To test whether Adam and Eve would obey 
Him. 

“for in the day that you eat thereof you shall 
surely die.” — Genesis 2:17 

What bait did the serpent use to cause them 
to eat the forbidden fruit? 

He told them they would be as_ gods, 
knowing good and evil. 

“For God knows that in the day you eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened; 
and you shall be as gods, knowing good and 
evil.” — Genesis 3:5 


CHAPTER VI 


Then what kind of sin was this first sin? 

A sin of pride 

“And Adam was not deceived; but the woman 
being deceived, was in the transgression.” — 
1 Timothy 2:14 

What is sin? 

First, sin is to be ungodly, or unlike God; 
and secondly, sin is to do something differ- 
rent from the way God commanded it to 
be done. 

“In flaming fire taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” — 2 Thes- 
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salonians 1:8 
“Whosoever commits sin trangresses also 
the law; for sin is the transgression of the 
law.” — 1 John 3:4 See also James 4:17; 
Jeremiah 2:13 

What does Adam’s sin mean to us? 

In Adam all men were made sinners because 
he was appointed to stand for us all. 
“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned:’” — Romans 5:12 See also Romans 
5:19; 1 Corinthians 15:22 

How sinful are men? 

There is none good, no, not one. 

“They are all gone out of the way, they are 
together become unprofitable; there is none 
that doeth good, no, not one.” — Romans 
3:12 See also Matthew 15:19; Ecclesiastes 
9:3; Jeremiah 17:9 

Is there not a spark of good in every man? 
Every single one is dead to good, alive to evil. 
“And God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imag- 
ination of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.” — Genesis 6:5 See 
also Psalm 5:9; Jeremiah 15:9; Job 15:16 
Are not some men and women good? 

No, for all have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God. 

“For all have sinned, and come short of the 
glory of God;” — Romans 3:23 See also 
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Romans 3:10, 11 

Aren’t little babies good? 

No, for all are conceived in sin, and are born 
speaking lies 

“Behold | was shapen in inquity, and in sin 
did my mother conceive me.” — Psalm 51:5 
“The wicked are estranged from the womb; 
they go astray as soon as they be born, 
speaking lies.” — Psalm 58:3 

Don’t some men commit worse sins than 
others? 

Yes, but all men are evil enough to commit 
all sins if not restrained by God. 

“Surely the wrath of man shall praise Thee: 
the remainder of wrath shalt Thou restrain.” 
Psalm 76:10 See also Psalm 19:3; Matthew 
6:13 

Do not God’s children do things that are 
good? 

Yes, but only by the power of God working 
in them to do good. 

“For it is God which works in you both to 
will and to do of His good pleasure.” — 
Philippians 2:13 See also Romans 7:18; 2 
Corinthians 3:5 


CHAPTER VII 


If men are such sinners, then how may any 
man have everlasting happiness? 

By believing the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
“And this is the record, that God has given 
to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.” 
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— 1 John 5:11 See also John 5:24; 3:36; 
16:31 
What is the Gospel? 
The Gospel is good news about Christ. 
“Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the 
Gospel which | preached unto you, which 
also ye have received, and wherein ye stand; 
By which also ye are saved,” — 1 Corinthians 
15:1, 2. See also 2 Corinthians 4:4; Ephe- 
sians 3:6; 2 Thessalonians 2:14 
Why is the news of the Gospel such good 
news? 
Because it reveals that there is a Mediator 
between God and sinful men. 
“For there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Je- 
sus;’ — 1 Timothy 2:5. See also Hebrews 
9:15; 8:6 

CHAPTER VIII 
Why do we need a Mediator? 
Because all men have offended God by sin, 
and a pure and holy God cannot look upon 
sin. 
“O mighty God, Thou hast established them 
for correction. Thou art of purer eyes than 
to behold evil, and canst not look on ini- 
quity:” — Habakkuk 1:13 “For all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 
Romans 3:23 
Who is this Mediator? 
The Mediator is the Son of God. 
“For there is one God, and one Mediator 
between God and men, the man _ Christ 
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Jesus;’ — 1 Timothy 2:5 

What must the Mediator do? 

First, He must take away God’s anger toward 
the sinner 

“And to wait for His Son from heaven, whom 
He raised from the dead, even Jesus, who 
delivered us from the wrath to come.” — 
1 Thessalonians 1:10 . See also Romans 5:9 


How does He do this? 


By taking the sins of His people upon 
Himself, and suffering the punishment due 
to all their sins. 

“For He hath made Him fo be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him.” — 2 Corinthi- 
ans 5:21 See also Hebrews 9:15 

What else must the Mediator do? 

He revives in us the righteusness, holiness, 
and true knowledge we lost in Adam. 

“But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of 
God is made unto us wisdom, and right- 
eousness, and _ sanctification, and redemp- 
tion:” — 1 Corinthians 1:30 . See also 
Ephesians 4:24; Colossians 3:10 

How can He do this? 


By taking man’s nature, becoming subject 
to the Law of God, and perfectly obeying 
God in thought and deed for His entire 
lifetime on earth. 

“Wherefore in all things it behoved Him to 
be made like unto His brethren, that He 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest 
in things pertaining to God, to make recon- 
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ciliation for the sins of the people:” 
Hebrews 2:17 See also Romans 5:19 
What do we gain by this perfect obedience? 
Righteousness, because Christ intercedes 
with God to credit us with His perfect 
righteousness. 

“For as by one man’s disobedience many 
were made sinners, so by the obedience of 
one shall many be made_ righteous.” — 
Romans 5:19 See also 2 Corinthians 5:21 
How does He give us holiness? 

By being perfect in every way, loving God 
with all His heart, mind, and soul. 

“And being made perfect, He became the 
Author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey Him;” — Hebrews 5:9 See also 
1 Corinthians 1:30; Hebrews 10:14 

How does Christ give us true knowledge? 
By making us new creatures renewed in His 
image, then teaching us by His Holy Spirit. 
“And have put on the new man, which is 
renewed in knowledge after the image of 
Him that created him: — Colossians 3:10 
And they all shall be taught of God. Every 
man therefore that has heard, and has 
learned of the Father, comes to Me.” 
John 6:45 

Was it necessary for Christ to die in order 
to redeem us? 

Yes, someone must die for our sins because 
the wages of sin is death. 

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift 
of God is eternal life, through Jesus Christ 
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our Lord.” — Romans 6:23 See also Mark 
8:31; 1 Corinthians 15:3; John 12:50 

Did Christ die to redeem every person that 
ever lived? 

No. He redeemed only God’s elect people, 
all those God gave to Him to redeem. 

“As Thou has given Him power over all 
flesh, that He should give eternal life to as 
many as Thou hast given Him.” — John 
17:2 See also Matthew 20:28; John 10:15, 
16, John 6:39; Ephesians 1:4 

How do we know that every one is not 
redeemed? 

Because we see that all men are not deliv- 
ered from the power of sin 

“‘But God be thanked, that you were the ser- 
vants of sin, but you have obeyed from the 
heart that form of doctrine which deliv- 
ered you. Being then made free from sin 
you became the servants of righteousness.” 
— Romans 6:17, 18 See also Colossians 
1:13, Romans 8:2; Ephesians 2:5 

Is it true that Christ died for our natural 


sins in order to give every one a chance to 
believe and be saved? 


No, in no way. When Christ died He per- 
fected forever those that would be saved. 
“For by one offering He has perfected for- 
ever them that are sanctified.” — Hebrews 
10:14 “Wherefore He is able also to save 
them to the uttermost that come unto God 
by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make in- 
tercession for them’ — Hebrews 7:25 
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Q. 80. In what three offices does Christ the Me- 
diator act for His people? 


A In the offices of Prophet, Priest and King. 

Ser. See John 1:18; Hebrews 7:25; Philippians 3:21 

Q. 81. In what way was Christ a prophet? 

A. In revealing the eternal will of God for our 
salvation, by giving us the Bible. 

fo “‘No man has seen God at any time; the only 


begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the 
Father, He has declared Him’. — John 1:18 
See also Matthew 11:27; John 6:45 

Q. 82. In what way did Christ act as a priest? 

ae In offering up Himself as a_ sacrifice to 
satisfy the justice of God, and in continuing 

to make intercession for His people. 

Cr “Wherefore He is able also to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by 
Him, seeing He ever liveth to make 
intercession for them” “For by one offering 
He has perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified.” — Hebrews 7:25 and 10:14 
See also Colossians 1:21, 22 

Q. 838. In what way did Christ act as king? 

A. In bringing His people into obedience to 
Him, in ruling over them, in defending them, 
and in conquering all of their enemies for 
them. 

scr. “Who shall change our vile body, that it may 
be fashioned like unto His glorious body, 
according to the working whereby He is able 
even to subdue all things unto Himself.” — 
Philippians 3:21 See also 1 Corinthians 
15:24; John 6:33; Isaiah 9:7 
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CHAPTER IX 


When God chose His elect, did He make it 
necessary for all others to choose evil? 

No, in no way, but every person is perfectly 
free to choose what he wants to do. 

“God has made man upright; but they have 
sought out many inventions.”’ — Ecclesiastes 
7:29 See also Deuteronomy 30:19; James 
1:14; Romans 8:7-8 


Doesn’t every one really want to choose good? 


No, only the power of the Holy Spirit can 
make men want to choose good. 

“You have not chosen Me, but I have chosen 
you, and ordained you,” - John 15:16 See 
also Verse 19; Ephesians 1:4, Romans 3:1]; 
2 Corinthians 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:3 

Has this always been true of man? 

No. Adam was able to choose both good and 
evil. 

“And when the woman saw the that the tree 
was good for food, and that if was pleasent to 
the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make 
one wise, she took of the fruit thereof, and 
did eat, and gave also unto her husband 
with her; and he did eat.” — Genesis 3:6 
Why did Adam choose evil instead of good? 
Because Adam was not satisfied to choose 
only good, he wanted to be as God, knowing 
both good and evil. 

“For God doth know that in the day you eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and 
you shall be as God, knowing good and evil”. 
— Genesis 3:5 
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Why aren’t all men still able to choose both 
good and evil? 

Because all men fell when Adam fell, and 
their nature became sinful. 

“‘Among whom also we all had our conversa- 
tion in times past in the lusts of the flesh, 
fulfilling the desires of the flesh and 
of the mind; and were by nature the children 
of wrath, even as others.” — Ephesians 2:3 
See also 1 Corinthians 15:22 

Does having a sinful nature make men 
always choose evil? 

Yes, because to choose good is to choose God, 
and sinful men do not desire God. 

“For He (Christ) shall grow up before Him 
as a tender plant, and as a root out of dry 
ground: He has no form nor comeliness, and 
when we shall see Him, there is no beauty 
that we should desire Him. He is despised 
and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were 
our faces from Him; He was despised, and 
we esteemed Him not “ — Isaiah 53:2,3 
See also Job 21:14; 15:16; Proverbs 21:10; 
Genesis 6:5 

How can God’s children, while still sinners, 
choose good? 

When God makes the sinner a new man, sin 
can no longer hold him in his evil ways, but 
God works in him both to will and to do of 
God’s good pleasure. 

“For it is God who works in you both to will 
and to do of His good pleasure.” — Philip- 
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pians 2:13 See also Romans 7:24, 25; 
6:14; 1 Corinthians 12:6 

When is man’s will made perfectly free from 
sin again ? 

Only in the state of Glory, when he shall be 
with the Lord Jesus, and shall be like Him. 
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and 
it does not yet appear what we shall be: but 
we know that when He shall appear We 
shall be like him, for we shall see Him as 
He is.” — 1 John 3:2 See also Colossians 
3:4; Philippians 3:21 


CHAPTER X 


How does God call His chosen people out of 
sin ? 

By the Gospel 

“‘Whereunto He called you by our Gospel, to 
the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” — 2 Thessalonians 2:14; 1 Corin- 
thians 1:23, 24; Romans 10:14, 15 

Then why does not everyone who hears the 
Gospel believe it ? 

Because to some the Gospel is foolishness, to 
others it is offensive, and it is only God’s peo- 
ple who receive it as the power of God unto 
salvation. 

“For the preaching of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us which 
are saved it is the power of God.” See 
verses 22, 23; 1 Corinthians 2:14; Romans 
1:16; 10:16 
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Does every one of God’s elect respond to the 
call of the Gospel ? 

Yes, at the appointed time the Holy Spirit 
takes away their evil hearts of unbelief and 
gives them a heart to know Him, working in 
them mightily to believe in Christ. 

“A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will | put within you: and | will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and 
I will give you an heart of flesh.” — Ezekiel 
36:26 See also Hebrews 3:12; Ephesians 1: 
10, 19; Hebrews 8:10; 2 Thessalonians 1:8 
Does this irresistible call come to those men 
who are naturally better than others? 

No, the Holy Spirit often chooses the weak 
and worthless among men. 

“For you see your calling, brethren, how 
that not many wise men after the flesh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called: 
But God has chosen the foolish things of the 
world to confound the wise; and God has 
chosen the weak things of the world to con- 
found the things which are mighty;’”’ — 1 Co- 
rinthians 1:26, 27 See also 2 Timothy 1:9 
Do those not elected never hear the call of the 
Gospel ? 

Untold millions have died without hearing 
the Gospel, but many have heard the call of 
the Gospel who were never saved. 


“For unto us was the Gospel preached, as well 
as unto them : but the word preached did not 
profit them, not being mixed with faith in 
them that heard it.” — Hebrews 4:2 See 
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also Romans 10:16, John 10:26; Acts 28:14; 
John 12:39, 40 

What happens to those who hear the call of 
the Gospel and do not heed it ? 

They are hardened in their sins, God giving 
them up to their own lusts. 

“But if the Gospel be hid, it is hid to them 
that are lost: In whom the god of this world 
has blinded the minds of them which believe 
not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine 
unto them.” — 2 Corinthians 4:3, 4 See also 
2 Thessalonians 1:8 


CHAPTER XI 


What immediately follows when we believe 
the Gospel ? 

Justification 

“Therefore we conclude that a man is justi- 
fied by faith without the deeds of the law” — 
Romans 3:28 See also Romans 5:1 

What does it mean to be justified ? 

To be justified is to be counted just, or right- 
eous, before God. 

“To declare, | say, at this time His righteous- 
ness : that He might be just, and the justifier 
of him who believes in Jesus.” — Romans 
3:26 

How can sinful men be counted just before 
God ? 

Only when he appears before God in the 
rigteousness of Christ 

“not having mine own righteousness, which 
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is of the law, but that which is through the 
faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of 
God by faith :’” — Philippians 3:9 See also 
Romans 3:25; 5:17 

Is this righteousness of Christ poured into 
the saints so that they become personally 
righteous before God ? 

No, for if they were personally righteous they 
would not live by faith. 

“The just shall live by faith.” — Galatians 
3:11 See also Philippians 3:9; Galatians 5:5; 
Romans 4:5-8 
Then how can a man ever be clothed with the 
righteousness of Christ ? 

Christ Jesus took our nature that He might 
live and die for His people, and be able te 
present them before God clothed in His 
righteusness. 

“And again, Behold | and the children which 
God has given Me. Forasmuch then as the 
children are partakers of flesh and blood, He 
also Himself likewise took part of the same; 
that through death He might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the dev- 
il; and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to bond- 
age.’ — Hebrews 2:13, 14 See also vers 
17; Romans 4:25; 1 Peter 2:24 


How does God justify the elect by the 
righteousness of Christ? 


By crediting them with the righteousness of 
Christ’s life while He was on earth. 


“For He has made Him to be sin for us, whe 
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knew no sin; that we might be made the 


righteousness of God in Him.” — 2 Corin- 
thians 5:21 See also Romans 4:22-25; 8:1, 
2, 4; 5:21 


When is a man actually justified? 
Immediately when he has believed in Christ. 
“1 tell you, this man went down to his house 


justified rather than the other:’” — Luke 
18:14 

What is the instrument by which we receive 
justification? 

Faith 


“Therefore we conclude that a man is justi- 
fied by faith without the deeds of the law”. 
Romans 3:28 

If a man is once justified before God, can 
he ever be counted unrighteous again? 

No, because God accepts the righteousness 
of Christ for ever. 

“‘Moreover whom He did predestinate, them 
He also called: and whom He called, them 
He also justified: and whom He justified, 
them He also glorified.” — Romans 8:30 
See also verses 33, 34 


Can a man justify his sin’ because he is 
eternally justified before God. 

No, in no way, but he must humble himself, 
confess his sin, repent, and renew his faith. 
“If we say that we have no_ sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
from all urighteousness If we say that 
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we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, 
and His word is not in us.’ — 1 John 1:8-10 
See also Romans 6:1, 2; Psalm 32:5 


CHAPTER XII 


Why is it said that God adopts those who 
are justified through faith? 

Because we are not naturally the sons of 
God, and if we are to have the privilege of 
being sons, we must be adopted. 

“For you have not received the spirit of 
bondage again to fear; but you have re- 
ceived the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, 
Abba, Father. The Spirit Himself bears 
witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God.’’ — Romans 8:15, 16 See 
also Galatians 4:4; Ephesians 1:5; John 1:12 


CHAPTER XiIil 


What is sanctification? 

To be sanctified is to be set apart unto God. 
‘Wherefore Jesus also, that He might sanc- 
tify the people with His own blood, suffered 
without the gate.” — Hebrews 12:12 See 
also Hebrews 2:11; Ephesians 5:26; John 
17:17 

Who does this sanctifying work? 

The Holy Spirit 

“And such were some of you: but you are 
washed, but you are sanctified, but you are 
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God.’’ — 1 Corinthians 
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6:11 See aiso Hebrews 10:14; 1 Corin- 
thians 12:3; 2 Corinthians 3:18 

How does He sanctify the elect? 

By revealing to them the meaning and worth 
of the death of Christ, then working in them 
a desire to be like Him. 

“Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. But 
we all, with open face beholding as in a 
mirror the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glery, 
even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”” — 2 Co- 
rinthians 3:17, 18 See also 1 Corinthians 
2:8-10; John 16:13, 14 

In what way do they become like Christ? 
By living for God’s glory, by humbly obeying 
His word, by hating sin, and by rejoicing in 
God at all times. 

“I have glorified Thee on the earth: | have 
finished the work which Thou gavest Me 
to do.” — John 17:4 ~—_ See also verses 19,23; 
John 8:29; Habakkuk 1:13 


May a man be perfectly holy in this life? 


No, but there is a continual battle between 
the flesh and the Spirit. 


“For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and 
the Spirit against the flesh: and these are 
contrary the one to the other: so that you 
cannot do the things that you would” — 
Galatians 5:17. See also 1 John 1:9; Romans 
7:23-25 

Does the flesh hold the upper hand over the 
Spirit? 
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No, the Spirit that dwells in us rules over 
the flesh. 

“For sin shall not have dominion over you:” 
— Romans 6:14 “But now being made free 
from sin, and become servants to God, you 
have your fruit unto holiness, and the end 
everlasting life.” — Romans 6:23 See also 
Romans 8:11-14; 


CHAPTER XIV 


What grace is it that overcomes the world. 
Faith overcomes world. 

“For whatsoever is born of God overcomes 
the world; and this is the victory that over- 
comes the worid, even our faith.” — 1 John 
5:4 

Do all kinds of faith overcome the world? 
No, but only saving faith overcomes the 
world. 

“Who is he that overcomes the world, but 
he that believes that Jesus is the Son of 
God”. — 1 John 5:5 

What are two other kinds of faith? 
Historical faith and temporary faith. 


Historical faith — “Then Simon himself 
believed also... And when Simon saw that 
through laying on of the apostles’ hands the 
Holy Spirit was given, he offered them 
money,... But Peter said unto him, Thy 
money perish with thee... Thou hast neither 
part nor lot in this matter: for thy heart is 
not right in the sight of God... For | 
perceive that you are in the gall of bitterness, 
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and in the bond of iniquity.” — Acts 8:13, 
18-23 

Temporary faith — “But he that received 
the seed into stony places, the same is he 
that hears the word, and anon. with joy 
receives it; yet he has not root in himself, 
but endures for a while:’ — Matthew 
13:20,21 

What is historical faith? 

Those who believe the history about Jesus 
Christ being the Saviour, but who do not 
trust in Him to save them from their sins. 
“From that time many of His disciples went 
back and walked no more with Him” — 
John 6:66 See also Acts 8:13; 2 Timothy 
3:10 

What is temporary faith? 


Those who for a short time take joy in cer- 


tain portions of the Word of God, believing 
certain promises belong to them. 

“For if after they have escaped the pollutions 
of the world through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again 
entangled therein, and overcome, the latter 
end is worse with them than the beginning.” 
2 Peter 2:20 


Where does temporary faith fall short of 
saving faith? 

Temporary believers have not the Spirit of 
Christ dwelling in them. 

“Now if any man have not the Spirit of 


Christ, he is none of His.” — Romans 8:9 
See also Hebrews 6:4-9 
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What is true faith? 

True saving faith is the work of the Holy 
Spirit in the elect to cause them to believe 
the good news oi the Gospel 

“And what is the exceeding greatness of his 
power to usward, who believe according to 
to the working of His mighty power,” — 
Ephesians 1:19 See also Ephesians 2:8; 
Philippians 1:29; 1 Corinthians 2:5; 1 Thessa- 
lonians 1:5 

Does true faith believe the Gospel? 

Yes, and all the rest of the Word of God 
too. 

“But this | confess unto you, that after the 
way which they cali heresy, so | worship 
the God of my fathers, believing all things 
which are written in the law and the pro- 
phets.” — Acts 24:14 

What are those things which saving faith 
most readily receives? 

Christ’s work of redemption, the forgiveness 
of sins, justification by faith, and everlast- 
ing life through Christ. 

“That if you shall confess with your mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shall believe in your 
heart that God has raised Him from the 
dead, you shall be saved.” — Romans 10:9 
See also Acts 13:38, 39; Acts 26:18; Galatians 
3:1 

What happens when a_ believer’s faith is 
weak? 

Christ prays for him that his faith fail not, 
intercedes for him, and brings him finally 
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to believe the truth. 

“But | have prayed for you that your faith 
fail not: and when you are converted, 
strengthen your brethren.” — Luke 22:32 
See also Ephesians 6:16 

Are there any more kinds of faith mentioned 
in the Bible? 

Yes, there was a faith which believed that 
Christ would perform miracles for it. 

“and though | have all faith so that | could 
remove mountais and have not charity, | am 
nothing.” — 1 Corinthians 13:2 See also 
Matthews 7:22; Acts 14:9 

Did any unbeliever have this faith? 

Yes, Judas even worked miracles by this 
faith. 

“And when He had called unto Him His 
twelve disciples, He gave then power 
against unclean spirits, to cast them out, and 
to heal all manner of sickness and all manner 
of disease.” Matthew 10:1 See verse 4 
What other grace goes hand in hand with 
faith? 

Repentance 

“Testifying both to the Jews, and also to 
the Greeks, repentance toward God, and 
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” — Acts 
20:21 See also 2 Corinthians 7:10 
Does repentance come from man or from 
God? 

Repentance, like all other good gifts, comes 
only from God. 


“In meekness instructing those that oppose 
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themselves; if God peradventure will give 
them repentance to the ackowledging of the 
truth;” — 2 Timothy 2:25 

What is the first sign of true repentance? 
Inward and true sorrow for our sins 

“For godly sorrow works repentance to sal- 
vation not to be repented of: but the sorrow 
of the world works death.” — 2 Corinthians 
7:10 

What is the second sign of true repentance? 
Hatred of our sins because they offend the. 
God we love 

“Then shall you remember your own evil 
ways, and your doings that were not good, 
and shall hate yourself in your own sight 
for your iniquities and for your abomina- 
tions.” — Ezekiel 36:31 

What is the third sign of true repentance? 
A strong purpose to turn away from our 
sins 

“Repent, and turn from all your transgfres- 
sions; so iniquity shall not be your ruin.” — 
Ezekiel 18:30 See also Isaiah 55:7 
What is the fourth sign of true repentance? 
To turn to God, to ask Him to forgive us, 
and to work mightily in us to please Him 
from that time forward. 

“1 will go and return to My piace until they 
acknowledge their offence and seek My face: 
in their affliction they will seek Me early.” 
— Hosea 5:15 See also Isaiah 55:7; Job 
22:23; Joel 2:13 
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Do we repent only at the time of our con- 
version? 

No, but repentance continues through all 
our lives 

“Nevertheless | have somewhat against you 
because you have left your first love. Re- 
member therefore from whence you are 
fallen, and repent, and do the first works, 
or else | will come unto you quickly, and 
will remove your candlestick out of its place, 
except you repent.” — Revelation 2:4,5 
See Corinthians 7:9, 10 

Can a man who truly repents ever be con- 
demned? 

No, never, because true repentance goes 
hand in hand with true saving faith. 

“And if any sin, we have an advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: and 
He is the propitiation for our sins: — 1 
John 2:1, 2 See Luke 22:32 


CHAPTER XVI 


What are good works? 

Good works are those works which are 
commanded by God 

“Now the God of peace... make you perfect 
in every good work to do His will, working 
in you that which is wellpleasing in His 
sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be 
glory for ever and ever.” — Hebrews 13:20, 
21 See also Micah 6:8; 2 Timothy 3:16,17 
Who may do good works? 

Only new creatures in Christ Jesus can do 
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true good works. 


“For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
has before ordained that we should walk in 
them.” — Ephesians 2:10 See also Ephe- 
sians 4:24; Colossians 3:9, 10; Psalm 51:10; 
2 Corinthians 5:17; Hebrews 11:6; Romans 
8:7, 8; Romans 14:23 

Why cannot others do good works? 
Because whatsoever is not of faith is sin 
“And he that doubts is damned _ if he eat, 
because not of faith: for whatsoever is not 
of faith is sin.” — Romans 14:23 

Are there not many good works done among 
men, works of charity and works of sympa- 
thy ? 

No work is good unless it is done for the pur- 
pose of pleasing God. 

“Unto the pure all things are pure: but to 
them that are defiled and unbelieving, noth- 
ing is pure; but even their mind and con- 
science is defiled. They profess that they 
know God; but in works they deny Him, 
being abominable, and disobedient, and unto 
every good work reprobate.”” — Titus 1:15, 
16 See also 1 Corinthians 10:31 

Is it not a good work to love and to help our 
neighbor ? 

It is good for your neighbor if you love and 
help him, but it is not a good work for you 
unless your motive is to glorify God. 
“whatsoever you do, do all to the glory ot 
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God.” — 1 Corinthians 10:31 See also Mat- 
thew 7:18; Romans 8:7, 8 

Do the saints of God do good works by their 
own will and might? 

No, but good works are worked in us by God 
the Holy Spirit 

“Now the God of peace, that brought again 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the bleed of 
the everlasting covenant, make you perfect 
in every good work to do His will, working in 
you that which is well-pleasing in His sight, 
through Jesus Christ;’’ — Hebrews 13:20, 21 


Q. 141. Do the good works of the saints ever deserve 
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a reward from God ? 

No, but after we have done all, we are still 
unprofitable servants. 

“So likewise you, when you shall have done 
all those things which are commanded you, 
say, We are unprofitable servants: we have 
done that which was our duty to do.” — Luke 
17:10 


CHAPTER XVII 


Do the children of God always endure to the 
end ? 
Yes 


“Being confident of this very thing, that He 
which has begun a good work in you will 
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:’” — 
Philippians 1:6 See also Romans 5:9, 10; Ro- 
mans 9:11, 16; John 10:28, 29 

Do they live by their good works ? 
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No, just men always live by faith 

“the just shall live by faith’ — Romans 1:18 
See also Galatians 3:11; Hebrews 10:38 

Do the saints endure to the end because of 
their faith ? 

No, they live by their faith, but not because 
of their faith. 

“Who are kept by the power of God through 
faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time.’”’ — 1 Peter 1:5 See also Co- 
lossians 2:12; Ephesians 2:8 


CHAPTER XVIII 


Can the saints of God feel assured of their 
final salvation ? 

Yes, they may be sure of their calling and 
election if they keep God’s commandments. 
“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give dili- 
gence to make your calling and election sure: 
for if you do these things, you shall never 
fall.” — 2 Peter 1:10 See also 1 John 2:3; 
Hebrews 6:17, 18; Romans 8:16, 33 

How does the keeping of God’s command- 
ments assure us that we already have ever- 
lasting life? 

Because no one can keep the commandments 
of God except the Spirit of Christ be in him. 
‘Wherefore | give you to understand that no 
man speaking by the Spirit of God calls Je- 
sus accursed: and that no man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Spirit.” — 
1 Corinthians 12:3 See also 1 John 3:24; Ro- 
mans 8:9-13 
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Does the Spirit of Christ never permit a child 
of God to lose his assurance ? 

Yes, sometimes believers fall into sin which 
wounds their consciences and grieves the Ho- 
ly Spirit. 

“Cast me not away from Thy presence; and 
take not thy holy Spirit from me:’’ — Psalm 
51:11 See also Luke 22:62; Ephesians 4:30; 
Psalm 77:7; 116:11 

When does a sinning saint receive the Spir- 
it’s assurance of his salvation ? 

When he repents, turning from his sins, and 
exercises faith toward God 
“The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt 


not despise.” — Psalm 51:17 See also Isaiah 
57:15-18 


CHAPTER XIX 


Has God always had laws which were binding 
on all men ? 


Yes, Adam had the law of God written in 
his heart. 

“Which show the work of the law. written in 
their hearts, their conscience also bearing 
witness, and their thoughts the meanwhile 
accusing or else excusing one another.” — 
Romans 2:15 See also Genesis 1:17; 
Romans 5:13, 14; 10:5; Psalm 40:8 

Has this same law ever since continued to 


be the rule of righteousness? 
Yes ; 


“Think not that | am come to destroy the 
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law, or the prophets: | am not come to de- 
stroy but to fulfil.” — Matthew 5:17 See 
also Romans 2:14, 15 


When were the laws of God summarized and 


written down for us? 

When God wrote the Ten Commandments 
on stone at Mount Sinai 

“And He gave unto Moses, when He had 
made an end of communing with him upon 
mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables 
of stone, written with the finger of God.” — 
Exodus 31:18 

Are all men bound to obey the Ten Com- 
mandments? 

Yes, God never changed the moral duty 
of men, they always were commanded do 
love Him supremely, and their neighbor as 
themselves. 

“Brethren | write no new commandment 
unto you, but an old commandment which 
you had from the beginning.” — 1 John 2:7 
Will all men be measured against the law 
of God at the Judgement Day? 

MEISE 

“So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall! 
be judged by the law of liberty.” — James 
2:12 See also Hebrews 12:23-26; John 12:48 
Why did Jesus Christ keep the Ten Com- 
mandments? 

Because they expressed the will of His 
Father. 

“1 delight to Thy will, O My God: yea, Thy 
law is within My heart.” - Psalm 40:8 See 


also Hebrews 10:7; John 6:38; Matthew 5:17 
Do believers keep the Ten Commandments 
as a way of life? 

No, but because thy are the expressed will 
of God. 

“And whatsoever we ask, we receive of Him 
because we keep His commandments, and 
do those things that are pleasing in His 
sight.” — 1 John 3:22 See also 1 John 2:4, 
5; 3:11 Margin 

What is the usefulness of the Ten Command- 
ments to believers? 

It gives them a square and a rule by which 
they may judge their faithfulness to God. 
“He that saith | know Him and keeps not 
His commandments is a liar and the truth 
is not in him.” — 1 John 2:4 — See also Ro- 
mans 7:22; James 2:8; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17 
Is the law of God contrary to the Gospel? 
No, but the Gospel is the answer to the 
condemnation of the law. 


“Do we then make void the law through 
faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the 
law.’ — Romans 3:31 


CHAPTER XX 
How long have men had the Gospel preached 
to them? 


The Gospel was revealed immediately after 
the fall of man. 


“And | will put enmity between you and the 
woman, and between your seed and her seed; 
it shall bruise your head, and you shall 
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bruise his heel.” — Genesis 3:15 

How is the Gospel revealed outwardly? 

By the word of God. 

“And the Scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the heathen through faith, 
preached before the Gospel unto Abraham, 
saying, In you shall all nations be blessed.’’ 
- Gallatians 3:8 See also Romans 1:17;16:25 
Is the outward preaching of the Gospel the 
only power unto salvation? 

No, but the Holy Spirit must work within 
man giving him a spiritual heart so that he 
will receive the Gospel. 

“A new heart also will | give you, and a new 
spirit will | put within you: and | will take 
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and 
I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will 
put My Spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My 
judgments, and do them.” — Ezekie! 36:26, 
27 See also Psalm 110:3; Jeremiah 31:33 


CHAPTER XXI 


When Christ delivers a man from the con- 
demnation of the Law does he make him 
free to do as he pleases from that time on? 
No, but He makes him free from the guilt 
of sin, and the curse of the Law. 

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus has made me free from the law of 
sin and death.” — Romans 8:2 “I find then 
a law, that, when I would do good, evil is 
present with me.” — Romans 7:21 “For | 
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know that in me (that is, in my flesh), 
dwelleth no good thing: for to will is present 
with me; but how to perform that which is 
good | find not.” — Romans 7:18 

Does Christ deliver the new man from the 
dominion of sin? 

Yes 

“For sin shall not have dominion over you: 
fer you are not under the law, but under 
grace.” — Romans 6:14 

Does Christ deliver us from other things 
also? 

Yes, He delivers us from the fear of Satan, 
from despair, and from the sting of death. 
“To Open their eyes, and to turn them from 
darkness to light, and from the power of 
Satan unto God, that they may _ receive 
forgiveness of sins, etc.’ — Acts 26:18 “And 
we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who 
are the called according to His purpose.” — 
Romans 8:28 See also 1 Corinthians 15:55 


CHAPTER XXII 
May a man worship God according to his own 
light? 
No, but God has strictly set down the way 
that He is to be worshipped. 


“What thing soever | command you, observe 
to do it: you. shall not add thereto, nor 
diminish from it.’ — Deuteronomy 12:32 
See also Proverbs 30:6; John 4:24 


Is any sort of religious honor to be given to 
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anyone besides God ? 

No, Only God the Father, the Son, and God 
the Holy Spirit are worthy of any form of 
worship or religious honor. 

“Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, 
Satan, for it is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.” - Matthew 4:10 See also John 6:23; 
Matthew 28:19; Luke 4:8 

How is prayer to be offered to God? 

Only in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
by the help of the Holy Spirit 

“And whatsoever you shall ask in My name, 
that will | do, that the Father may be glo- 
rified in the Son.” — John 14:13 See also 
Hebrews 7:25; Colossians 3:17; Hebrews 
13:15 

Are all men still supposed to keep one day 
of rest out of seven? 

Yes 

“There remains therefore a rest fo the people 
of God.” — Hebrews 4:9 

Which day is now set aside for the worship 
of God ? 

The first day of the week, Sunday. 


“Upon the first day of the week let every one 
of you lay by him_ in store, as God has 
prospered him, that there be no gatherings 
when I come.” — 1 Corinthians 16:2 
Why was the day of rest changed from 
Saturday unto Sunday? 

The seventh day sabbath was to commemo- 
rate the first creation. A change was made 
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because our present day of rest is to com- 
memorate the new creation by Christ Jesus. 
“There remains therefore a rest to the people 
of God. For He that is entered into His rest, 
He also has ceased from His own works, as 
God did from His.” — Hebrews 4:9, 10 
How may men keep the Sabbath day holy 
unto God? 

By turning their feet away from doing 
their own ways, from finding their own 
pleasure, from speaking their own words, 
and instead delighting themselves in God. 
“If you turn away your foot from the sab- 
bath, from doing your pleasure on My holy 
day; and <all the sabbath a delight, the holy 
of the Lord, honorable; and shall honor Him, 
not doing your own ways, nor finding your 
pleasure, speaking your own words: Then 
shall you delight yourselves in the Lord;” 
— Isaiah 58:13, 14 

What works may be performed on the 
Sabbath day? 

Only those works which have to do with 
mercy, worship, and sustaining of life 
“Wherefore it is lawful to do well on the 
sabbath days.” - Matthew 12:12 See Exo- 
dus 20:8 


CHAPTER XXIil 


Is it still lawful to offer vows unto God? 
Yes. 

“Offer unio God thanksgiving; and pay your 
vows unto the most High: — Psalm 50:14 
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CHAPTER XXIV 


How do the rulers of this world obtain their 
power? 

God, the Supreme Ruler and King of this 
world, has ordained that they shall be our 
rulers. 

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God: 
the powers that be are ordained of God.” — 
Romans 13:1 See also 1 Timothy 2:2 
Should the children of God give obedience 
to the rulers of this world? 

Yes, they are God’s servants for our good. 
“Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers.”” — Romans 13:1 


CHAPTER XXV 


When is marriage lawful before God? 
When the marriage is between one man 
and one woman, neither having any other 
legal living husband or wife. 

“Therefore shall a man leave his father and 
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: 
and they shall be one flesh.” — Genesis 
2:24 See also Malachi 2:15; Matthew 19:5, 6 
How should a man and woman look upon 
their marriage. 

They should look upon themselves as one 
flesh, never to be parted until death. 

“For the woman. which has an husband is 
bound by the law to her husband so long as 
he lives;’ — Romans 7:1 _—_ See also Genesis 
2:24; Matthew 19:6 


Is there no lawful end to a marriage? 
Yes, besides death, marriage may be ended 
in cases of adultery. 
“Whosoever shall put away his wife, except 
it be for fornication, and shall marry 
another, commits adultery:”” — Matthew 19:9 
In what way are believers bound in regards to 
marrying? 
Believers may only marry those who are 
already proven to be God’s children. 
“The wife is bound by the law as long as 
her husband lives; but if her husband be 
dead, she is at liberty to be married to whom 
she will; only in the Lord.” — 1 Corinthians 
7:39 

CHAPTER XXVI 


What is a church? 

A church is a body of baptized believers. 
“Then they that glady received his word 
were baptized: and the same day there were 
added unto them about three thousand 
souls... And the Lord added to the church 
daily such as should be saved.” — Acts 
2:41, 47 See also Acts 5:14 

Must a church have a church building ? 
No, but they need only a place to meet for 
worship and fellowship. 

“And they, continuing daily with one accord 
in the temple, and breaking bread from 
house to house, did eat their meat with 
gladness and singleness of heart.’ — Acts 
2:46 See also Hebrew 10:25; 1 Corinthians 
11:20 
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Do churches have any power over the 


members? 

Yes, they are given the power to police their 
membership by putting out those who do not 
walk according to the word of God. 
“Therefore put away from among yourselves 
that wicked person.” — 1 Corinthians 5:13 
Who is the main officer in the church ? 

God has appointed the pastor of the church 
chief officer in the church. They are often 
called bishops or elders in the New Testa- 
ment. 

“If a man desire the office of a bishop, he 
desires a good work.” — 1 Timothy 3:1 
What other officers of the churches are men- 
tioned in the New Testament ? 

Only deacons. 

“Likewise must the deacons be grave, not 
doubletongued, not given to much wine, not 
greedy of filthy lucre;’’ — 1 Timothy 3:9 
Who commissions a preacher to be a minis- 
ter of Christ ? 

Only Christ Jesus Himself. 

“And | thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has 
enabled me, for that He counted me faithful, 
putting me into the ministry;’’ — 1 Timothy 
1:12 See also 2:7; Ephesians 3:7 

Are preachers then not to be ordained by the 
churches ? 

The ordination of the church is recognition 
that Christ has called out this man to preach 
the Gospel. 
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“ordain elders in every city, as | had appoint- 

ed you: If any be blameless, the husband of 
one wife, having faithful children not ac- 

cused of riot or unruly.” — Titus 1:5 

What is the chief purpose of the churches ? 

The chief business of the churches is to glo- 

rify God 

“Unto Him be glory in the church by Christ 

Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. 

Amen.” — Ephesians 3:31 

What is the chief duty of pastors ? 

The chief duty of pastors is to feed the mem- 

bers of the church. 

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and 

to all the flock, over the which the Holy Spir- 

it has made you overseers, to feed the 

church of God, which He has purchased with 

His own blood.’ — Acts 20:28 See also John 

21:15-17 


CHAPTER XXVII 


Are the saints of God commanded to live to- 
gether in close harmony ? 


Yes, they are bound to maintain a holy fel- 
lowship and communion in the worship of 
God, as well as serving their fellow saints 
“And let us consider one another to provoke 
unte love and to good works: Not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one anoth- 
er: and so much the more, as you see the 
day approaching.” - Hebrews 10:24,25 See 
also Hebrews 3:12, 13; Acts 12:29, 30 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 


What is Baptism ? 

Baptism is an ordinance of Christ. 

“‘Now | praise you, brethren, that you remem- 
ber me in all things, and keep the ordinances 
as | delivered them to you.” — 1 Corin- 
thians 11:2 with Matthew 28:19 


CHAPTER XXIX 


Why did Christ ordain baptism for believers? 
For a sign of fellowship with Him in His 
death, burial, and resurrection unto newness 
of life. 

“Buried with Him in baptism, wherein also 
you are risen with Him through the faith of 
the operation of God, who has raised Him 
from the dead.” — Colossians 2:12 See Also 
Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:2-5 

Who may be baptized ? 

Those who actually profess repentance to- 
ward God, faith in Christ Jesus, and obedi- 
ence to Him. 

“Repent and be baptized every one of you in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Ho- 
ly Spirit... Then they that gladly received 
his word were baptized: — Acts 2:38- 41 
How are believers to be baptized ? 


They are to be baptized in the water, in the 


name of the Father, the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

“And straightway coming up out of the wa- 
ter, He saw the heavens opened, and the 
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Spirit like a dove descending upon Him:” — 
Mark 1:10 See also John 3:23; Matthew 
28:19 

What is the mode of baptism ? 

Immersion, or dipping of the person wholly 
under water. 

“And Jesus, when He was baptized, went up 
straightway out of the water:’” — Matthew 
3:16 


CHAPTER XXX 


What is the Lord’s Supper ? 

The Lord’s Supper is a memorial of the sac- 
rifice of Christ. 

“Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken 
for you: this do in remembrance of Me.” — 
1 Corinthians 11:24 

Whai are the benefits of the Lord’s Supper 
to believers? 

They are confirmed in their faith, they aré 
spiritually fed, they are reminded of the debt 
they owe unto Christ, and they are rededi- 
cated to His service and worship. 

“The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not 
the communion of the blood of Christ ? The 
bread which we break, is it not the commu- 
nion of the body of Christ?’ — 1 Corinthians 
10:16 See also John 6:53-57 

What are the elements used in the Lord’s 
Supper ? 

Bread and wine. 

“Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake 
it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, 
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eat; this is My body And _ He took the 
cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, 
saying Drink ye all of it;’’ — Matthew 26:26, 
27, 29 See also 1 Corinthians 11:23 

What do the elements of bread and wine sig- 
nify ? 

They signify the body and blood of Christ. 


‘Take, eat: this is My body,... This cup is the 


new testament in My blood:” — 1 Corinthians 
11:24, 25 

Who should partake of the Lord’s Supper ? 
Those who can spiritually receive and feed 
upon Christ crucified. 

“Wiherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, 
and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord.” — 1 Corinthians 11:27 

Can ungodly persons partake of the Lord’s 
Supper ? 

Not lawfully, for they are unworthy of the 
Lord’s table, and cannot feed upon Him spiri- 
tually. 

“For he that eats and drinks unworthily, eats 
and drinks damnation to himself, not discern- 
ing the Lord’s body.” — _ 1 Corinthians 
11:29 


CHAPTER XXXI 


What happens to men when they die ? 
Their bodies return to the dust, but their 
souls do not die. 


“Then shall the dust return to the earth as 
it was: and the spirit shall return unto God 
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who gave it.’ — Ecclesiastes 12:7 See also 
Genesis 3:19; Ecclesiastes 3:20, 21 

Where do the souls of the righteous go ? 
They go to be with Christ. 

“And Jesus said unto him, Verily | say unto 
you, Today you shall be with Me in paradise.” 
— Luke 23:43 See also John 17:24; Luke 
16:22 

Where do the souls of the wicked go ? 
They go to the place of torment and utter 
carkness. 

“For | have five brethren; that he may testify 
unto them, lest they also come into this place 
of torment.” — Luke 16:28 

What happens on the Resurrection Day ? 
The righteous receive bodies like the body of 
Christ Jesus, and become like Him. 

“It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiri- 
tual body.”’ — 1 Corinthians 15:44 See also 
Philippians 3:21 

What happens to the wicked on Resurrection 
Day ? 

The wicked are raised in their own bodies. 
“And he cried and said, Father Abraham, 
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he 
may dip the tip of his finger in water, and 
cool my tongue; for | am tormented in this 
flame.” — Luke 16:24 See also Revelation 
20:12-14 

Who shall stand before Christ to be judged 
on Judgment Day ? 

All men, both good and bad. 

“As | live, saith the Lord, every knee shall 
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bow to Me, and every tongue shall confess to 
God. So then every one of us shall give ac- 
count of himself to God.’ — Romans 
14:11, 12 

Who shall be the Righteous Judge ? 

Christ Jesus shall be the Judge. 

“for we shall all stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ.” — Romans 14:10 

By what shall all men be judged ? 

They shall be judged by the word of God. 
“He that rejects Me, and receives not My 
words, has one that judges him: the word 
that | have spoken, the same shall judge him 
in the last day.” — John 12:48 

What shall be measured against the word of 
God. 

Their thoughts, their words, and their deeds. 
“And God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every imag- 
ination of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually.” — Genesias 6:5 See also 
Matthew 15:19; Matthew 12:37 

What shall be the judgment of God upon the 
righteous ? 

They shall be judged as having the righteous- 
ness of Christ Jesus. 

“That He might present it to himself 4 glori- 
ous church, not having spot or wrinkle, or 
any such thing, but that it should be holy and 
without blemish.” — Ephesians 5:27 


What shall they then receive ? 


They shall receive the fulness of joy which is 
in His presence. 
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“Thou wilt show me the path of life: in Thy 
presence is fulness of joy; at Thy right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore.” — Psalm 
16:10 

What shall be the judgment of the wicked ? 
They shall be cast into the Lake of Fire to 
be punished with everlasting destruction and 
eternal torment. 

“The same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without 
mixture into the cup of His indignation; and 
he shall be tormented with fire and brim- 
stone in the presence of the holy angels and 
in the presence of the Lamb: — Revelation 
14:10 See also verse 11; Revelation 20:12-14 
When shall be the day of the coming of the 
Lord ? 

No man knows, but all men are commanded 
to watch and pray, and to be forever prepar- 
ed to say, Even so, Lord Jesus, come quickly 
“For yourselves know perfectly that the day 
of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night.” 
— 1 Thessalonians 5:2 See also Luke 12:40, 
46; Revelation 22:20 
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